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INTRODUCTION 
This thesis is an exploratory study designed for the purpose of un-
derstanding the social and fa~ly organization of a selected group of 
Syrian-American urban farailies with particular attention given to Syrian 
culture and its concomitant effects on t he kinship structure, marital re-
lationship, t he nature of infonnal contacts (friends, neighbors), and the 
type of interaction 1ri th formal organizations (clubs, service institutions, 
ethnic groups, church). 
The study group was selected from a larger research population of 
t wenty-eight young married couples the 1dves of whom are subjects of an on-
going research project being conducted by the Child Development Unit of 
the Boston University School of Medicine with research headquarters at the 
Hassachusetts Hemorial Hospital. The project is presently in its fifth 
year of study. "Hives were selected from the pre-natal clinic during their 
first pr egnancies in the years 1955-56, and they and their first born 
children have since been followed by a multi-disciplined research team for 
the purpose of studying maternal attitudes and child rearing practices. 
A decision to select this particular thesis topic was based on the 
recognition that all of the material thus f ar collected has been of a 
clinical nature with data evaluated in terms of the relative maturity and 
immaturity of the mother s. i'Je were informed t hat social and cultural 
backgrounds have not received as much attention as psychological factors 
but that a study of these factors has long been of interest to the re-
search staff. The writers hoped that by eliciting from the case material 
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what socio-cultural backgroun.ds 1-1e could that such a study might be help-
ful in more clearly defining these attitude fo1~g factors which are 
known to have a profound influence in personality development. 
In planning this study the writers have used Elizabeth Bott's Family 
and Social Network as a sociological frame of reference which has been 
helpful to us in presenting our data in a systematic way. Bott 's use of 
the home interview as a way of establishing informality and obtaining 
first hand information as well as her utilization of the team approach in 
evaluating material were similar to the techniques employed by members of 
the Child Development research staff. 
Also, her detailed study of the kinship structure and social organ-
ization of seven English working-class urban families seemed, at the out-
set, to bear a striking resemblance to our study group. The closely bound 
family structure in which physical proximity, mutual dependence, and main-
tainance of intimate ties to parents prevailed; the occupational and so-
cial immobility of these families in which husband's place of employment, 
the couples sources of friends, entertainment, service and recreation 
organizations were largely concentrated in the same local area were find-
ings which gave us some ideas as to what we might expect to find in our 
research group. 
On the basis of Batt's study and several consultations with a re-
search staff member we anticipated certain findings. We expected that the 
family unit would be a closely knit one and that married couples would tend 
to live within close proximity to their own parents and relatives. We also 
expected to find that the couples would keep in close contact with their 
L~ediate family, and that there would be more of a stress placed on the 
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mother-daughter relationship -w-ith women being more active than men in 
keeping up kinship ties. 
We anticipated finding that t here woul d be little social intercourse 
vli th friends a."l.o neighbors , and t hat mutual visiting and home entertaining 
would be mini.rnal. ~-:e also did not expect t hat many new friendships were 
formed af ter the time of marriage ancl that this particularly applied to the 
wives of this group. The husband might, through his "lj>Tork, form new friend-
ships. The wife would tend to remain close to her ow~ home and her parents' 
home and would not use any of the opportunities available to make new 
friends but would, in most cases, maintain some of her former friendships. 
~ e did anticipate finding that the church played a significant role 
in their lives and that church attendance 1vas frequent and regular. How-
ever, we did not expect to find that there would be extensive contact with 
other formal organizations even within the local area. 
Although Bott recognized that personalities of husband and -vdfe were 
crucial variables affecting their social and family roles, she did not 
include a study of these factors, but rather centered attention on only 
those environmental aspects which affected the family as a social system. 
Because of the wealth of clinical material availabl e to us the writers have 
attempted to incorporate some of the psychological factors which were felt 
to significantly i nfluence the nature of kinship, social, and ethnic ties. 
Clinical material has revealed this research group to have a far 
narrower range of inter ests and activities than those described in the Bott 
book, and vJi th this in mind we vmuld like to use our data to see in what 
~ way the culture adds or subtracts to this. 
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The writers have attempted to evaluate the fol lowing questions: 
A. Marital Couple 
l. "It.lhat was the nature of the husband-wife relationship, and what 
were some of the factors which i nfluenced choice of mate? 
Was a sharp division of labor of household tasks a common fea-
ture, or was t he emphasis placed on mutual sharing of domestic 
activities? 
2. What were the couple's attitudes and values concerning educa~ 
tion economic and social mobility, and what factors were im-
portant in determining them? 
3. v~at were the main forms of recreat ion , and to what extent did 
husband and •i.Lfe share in leisure time activities? 
B. Kinship Relationships 
1. vlhat was the relationship pattern between these couples and 
their kin? How were kinship ties utilized? Which members 
seemed most i mportant? 
c. Informal Relationships 
l. VJhat were the patterns of social relationships with friends and 
neighbors? 
2. To what extent did husband and wife maintain old friendships, 
make new friends? 
D. Fonnal External Relationships 
l. 1-Jhat was the nature and type of contact with clubs, commu.l'lity 
groups, and how were these orgal'lizations utilized? 
2. What was the nature of the couple's church affiliation, and what 
did religion and its expression mean to them? 
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3. Y.Jhat were their attitudes toward their ethnic group? What was 
the nature of their association? 
Method of Sample Selection 
Because of the tremendous volume of case material and the limited time 
span in which to complete this thesis, it vJas not possible to include all 
twenty-eight cases for study. In deciding on a basis for selection our 
first consideration was that of amount of information available in the 
records as the idea of renewed contact with the families at this point of 
the research with new workers was not considered advisable. However, in 
the event that case material proved insufficient we did leave open the 
possibility of sup9lementing -vri.th one home interview, and in this regard 
physical accessibility was considered as another selective factor. After 
careful deliberation it was decided that homogeneity of material would be 
of greater significance in such a brief study, and for this reason we 
selected six couples representing the entire Syrian population of the re-
search grorrp. Only fi ve of the cases will be included in our data presenta-
tion, however, as the sixth case was later excluded for reasons of con-
fidentiality. 
Data for this thesis were obtained from tlvelve tape-recorded research 
intervie't..rs gathered during the wife 1 s first pregnancy. One interview 
with the subject's mother, a home interview, and one interview with the 
husband also obtained during this period, were included in our data. 
Description of Sample 
The ages of the wives at the t ime of marriage ranged from 18 to 25. 
With one exception all beca~e pregnant during their first year of marriage. 
All of the couples were in the sa~e socio-economic status and each resided 
5 
in working class urban areas. All had intact households and with one ex-
ception maintained separate residence from their parents. Because of the 
tremendous influence that parents, particularly mothers, could have on 
their married children, separate residence from parents was one of t he 
requisites for acceptance of wives into the larger research. However, it 
was felt that since the above mentioned couple lived only with the wife's 
father and brother that she would not be unduly influenced by this. 
With one exception each couple lived in the same neighborhood as their 
parents. All of t he w-ri.ves and three of the husbands were of Syrian descent. 
They are all second generation Syrian-Americans, one or both parents hav-
ing emigrated from the Old Country. In one case the husband was of Greek 
parentage, both parents having been born in Greece. In the other the 
husband was of English Protestant birth whose parents 1..rere American born. 
Cultural Setting 
The neighborhood in which most of these couples grew ~P is a de-
pressed urban area. The streets are lined l~th rows of old tenement 
houses many of which are badly in need of repair. It is a section from 
which the young marri ed couples are tending to move away and where much of 
the population consists of elderly people living on small pensions, iso-
lated and friendless people living alone in rooming houses, a number of 
hard core families, and a large number of degenerates and alcoholics. It 
is also a high delinquency area in which the schools are dilapidated, 
playgrounds few in number, and recreational centers consisting of two or 
three Settlement Houses and a Boys' Club. A large City Hospital and one 
smaller private hospital serves the bulk of the population. 
The area is primarily inhabited by Negroes and peoples of Syrian, 
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Irish, and Greek descent. The Syrian Community retains a group of Old 
World families and their first generation children. They are a relatively 
new group to this area, most of the families having emigrated a few years 
prior to the Great depression. After locating themselves in this section 
of Boston, parents of the study group engaged in semi and unskilled oc-
cupations wl th a number of mothers taking on full time jobs mainly as 
stitchers in clothing factories. For the most part parents owned their 
own homes, the majority of which were large tenement houses. Spare apart-
ments were often occupied by married children or close relatives. 
The writers have not attempted to make a study of this area and, too, 
little information had been gathered prior to this study concerning Syrian 
culture. It did seem, however, that although the Syrian group is con-
centrated in this particular area they tend to be divided with families 
living in various pockets of the community. Our assumption was completely 
based on this study group - their places of residence and also the fact 
that none of the research couples knew one another prior to their contact 
with the Child Development Unit. 
Procedure 
The five case summaries will be presented in alphabetical order under 
the letters A, B, c, D and E. Each will contain summarized descriptions 
under a series of topical headings. Subjects of the on-going research and 
family members referred to throughout the material have been assigned 
pseudonyms • 
L~tations 
In the collection of original research material attention was pri-
marily focused on psychogenic factors. Therefore, information was not 
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easily adapted to the environmental focus of this study. Also, in the 
gathering of data, emphasis on each topical heading varied so that amount 
and nature of information is not uniform in every case. 
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CASE A 
Mr . a.11.d JY.!I's. A. were 26 and 2.5 years of age when they were married 
in September, 19.5.5, and Mrs. A. began attendance at the Child Development 
Unit about one year later. Both were raised in the same urban working 
class area until their marriage when they moved to an apartment building 
in a similar section of Boston. 
BACKGROUND 
:Hrs. A. grew up in a distinctly Syrian cul tt.l.re, both parents having 
come from Syria at early ages. Since their marriage her parents have been 
living on the first floor of a three story house. The maternal grand-
mother occupies the second. An apartment on the third floor which, during 
all of Mrs. A.'s childhood was occupied by a maternal aunt, is now L1'1-
habited by an older married brother. Two younger sisters, both single, 
live with their parents. 
~~s. A. spent several months out of every year from her fifth to 
ninth year of age ~ a Catholic orphanage located in her neighborhood. 
Mother's alcoholism and constant poor health were the main factors in the 
family disruption. She was in need of continual medical attention and 
family care, and as a consequence was seldom available to her children. 
Being the eldest female sibling, it was frequently Mrs. A. who attended to 
mother 1 s needs -vrhen she ,.ras home. Deprivation 1..ms further reinforced by 
extreme poverty, particularly during the depression years when father lost 
his job at the shipyard. Although he found subsequent employment in a shoe 
factory, family income was irregular and meager as his ~ufe's poor health 
often necessitated his staying home from work. 
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Y~. A.'s family life was decidedly more stable than that of his wife's. 
Both of Mr. A.'s parents were born in Greece. Father was the more dominant 
of the two, his wife being more submissive and seemingly content in her 
mothering role. Although never financially successful, adequate family 
income was always assured. Characteristic of his countrymen in their 
preference for their own businesses, father owned and managed an ice-
cream selling business. Mr. A., second eldest in his family has three 
sisters. An older married sister with two children as well as his two 
younger sisters lived in the parents' home. 
EDUCATIONAL Al~D OCCUPATIONAL HISTORY 
Mrs. A.'s school experience was characterized by repeated failures 
and tremendous dissatisfaction. Endowed with limited intellectual re-
sources, she found school work tedious and Wlmanageable. Her feelings of 
shame and inferiority at being the tallest girl in the class reinforced 
inadequacy in the school situation. She felt that "everyone was looking 
at her." Unable to adjust herself to group demands and academic tasks, 
receiving little support or encouragement from parents or teachers, ~~s. 
A. consequently left school at age sixteen. 
At fourteen, to help out .Hith the family income, she began 1-JOrking 
part time as a stitcher in a clothing factory. She continued at this job 
until her eighth month of pregnancy. Sharing of family expenses was ex-
pected until her marriage, at which time her two unmarried sisters shoul-
dered the support of their parents. 
I1rs. A. made no effort to improve her position at the factory. She 
remained in the same dressmaking section with little increase in pay. Yet, 
work seemed to have been the only satisfying thing in her life, the only 
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time when she didn't feel "lonely or sad. 11 Her job appeared to be the one 
area where she felt some measure of adequacy. It was also a place which 
protected her f rom loneliness, and the security offered by a small group 
of women vrith ~mom she was familiar seemed far more important than econo-
mic advancement. 
Family members played an important part in the occupational structure 
in terms of helping one another to find jobs. Mrs. A.'s brother had 
worked in the same factory and was instrumental in helping his sister to 
obtain her job. Hrs. A., in turn, had helped her two sisters to find 
clerical positions in the factory. It was interesting to note that ~xs. 
A. had encouraged her sisters to complete high school. It was also she 
who strongly advocated their "speaking out for better positions" some 
thing that Hrs. A. had never been able to do for herself. 
:Hr. A. seemed more ambitious tha.11 his 1-rife; following graduation from 
a trade school ~There he specialized in auto mechanics, he tried to enter 
college taking advantage of his father's World War I disability insurance. 
Due to father 1 s sudden illness and the removal of family income, he was 
forced to give up his plan and instead took over father's business until 
he was well enough to return one and one-half years later. After an un-
satisfactory job experience in a mattress company followed by a failure 
in a canteen business venture with his brother-in-law, 1-1r. A. turned to 
his father for help in starting his own business. Although this proved 
more successful, Mr . A. v.ras called into the Army a short time later. 
It was at the time of his marriage and his return from the service 
two years later that Mr. A. entered a local trade college for evening 
study in Mechanical Engineering. He had found day time employment as a 
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laundry truck driver. This arrangement continued for two years after 
which V~. A. dropped out of school. His choice of vocation seemed far 
above his intellectual ability. Too, his motivation to achieve gradually 
weakened as his ~rife appeared indifferent to his successes. 1~ . A. again 
turned to his father for help in obtaining a job, and subsequently found 
steady employment in a factory around the corner from his parents' home. 
COURTSHIP AND H&.T.tRI AGE 
Mrs. _. knew her husband five years before marriage having been in-
troduced to him by her brother who was then Mr. A.'s best friend. She 
admitted feeling indifferent while dating him, saw several other boys dur-
ing this period, and said that she only went out vrith Hr. A. because she 
nknew it 1vould make her mother happy". It was when she noticed that Hr . A. 
was dating another girl that she made the decision to marry him, and the 
couple were marr:Led six months after his return from the service. "I 
thought that if he married her I'd be lonely and left ~dthout anyone". 
A wedding trip to Canada marked the first time J'.1rs . A. had ever been 
away from her neighborhood. She found the separation extremely frighten -
ing, gave no description of the trip, or expressed enjoyment from it mere-
ly stating that she had called home every evening to see how mother was 
feeling . 
FM~ILIAL ACTIVITIES 
Relatively little information ivas gathered in this area as Mrs. A. 
rarely referred to housekeeping tasks. She gave an impression of complete 
dissatisfaction aDd unhappiness in her housekeeping role. Yet, it was 
noted during home visits that Mrs. A. had fixed up a three room apartment 
in an old tenement house vrith lovely furniture and modern appliances. 
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Everything vres kept in a meticulously neat fashion. In practice, ¥rrs. A. 
managed the cooking, se1~ng, and housekeeping tasks quite well. She re-
lied on her husband for many of the heavy chores, but they did the i·Ieekly 
marketing together. It was also noted in the records that I'1rs. A. was 
more of the manager in the home; however this 1.vas not clearly demonstrated 
in the interview material. 
}UU1ITAL RELATIONSHIP 
We were immediately impressed by the mar ked deficiency in sensitivity 
and acuteness of feeling of one partner for the other. Our feeling was 
partly based on the lack of response to questions of this nature and also 
s temmed from the quality and character of Mrs. A.'s replies. l1arriage was 
conceived of as being a struggle, a difficult task. She described her 
husband as good and understanding because "we never ;fight." Mrs. A. thought 
that all married couples fought and "got a nice surprise as her husband has 
never raised his voice to her." 
IV!rs. A. gave lip service to the fact that marriage 11helps someone to 
be more independent" vJi. th the feeling that she "speaks her mind more now". 
She also referred to her husband as someone with whom she could freely con-
fide. However, there was little evidence to support the fact that ex-
tensive conmunicati on between the couple real~ existed. In fact, Mrs. A.'s 
only complaint about her husband focused on his unwillingness to talk to her 
in the evenings, as he was often tired after work and preferred to relax 
and watch T V. In reality, Mr. A. appeared to be the more flexible of the 
two in that he seemed able to tolerate and successfully meet his wife's 
needs for attention. It did seem that he was overly-submissive and com-
pliant, but again interview material lacked confirmation of this. 
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l1rs. A. viewed her future life as one that would be fraught with 
the 
teriorated 
~'lere 
like in 
band's desi 
was 
ing 
years. 
I do? 11 
planation 
of them all those years when they're sick". No 
be given to their chil dren's f uture in t erms of 
tions, as references t o this 1-rere completely lacking in 
band and wife expressed the desire to move from their de-
! d unkempt neighborhood. Although aspirations for moving 
their specific v-rants were undefined and seemed more fa11.tasy-
1·1rs. A. would like to move to a "nice home •·rhere t her e 
and fresh air 11 • Concomitant with this was her hus-
an archi teet and design his own home in the country. 
their home the couple expressed no other aspirations f or 
appeared that neither mate 'l ived beyond each day. Mrs. A. 
reluctant to plan ahead f or the future f or fear of chang-
that she had maintained for herself throughout the 
f orbi d, if something should happen to my husband, what would 
sufficient financial resources did not seem a realistic ex-
this inhibition. Actually, the A. 1s considered themselves 
relatively >vell-off. 1iJhile Mr . A. provided an adequate income, both 
seemed to feel that surplus money should be spent only on household items, 
weddings and other material goods . 
FAMILIAL RELA.TIOliiSHIPS 
Relationship with family members, particularly with the parents, was 
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the most important aspect of the couple's life . Mr . and l~s. A. again 
gave lip service to the fact that independence from family was good, while 
revealing their struggle in breaking away from parental ties. 11 'l'hey say 
it 1 s not good to live near parents so we thought it best to stay ar,ray from 
both and move to T. 11 Yet, after their move Mrs. A. maintained her job at 
t he factory which was located only t wo blocks away from her parent's home. 
She visited her mother before and after TtTOrk, many evenings when Hr. A. 
was working, as well as weekends when both husband and wife would go to-
gether. 
}1other seemed to be JvT..rs. A. 1 s all important relative. As mentioned 
earlier, her mother had rarely been available in her childhood that was 
marked by considerable deprivation and frustration. Unmet dependency 
needs seemed to be the Underlying motive that drove V1rs . A. to visit and 
remain close to her mother now. Although Mrs. A. said that she was con-
fiding in mother more than ever, she rarely referred to their conversa-
tions. TtJhen }Irs. A. v-~as concerned about illness during her pregnancy, 
mother'S response Ttras that 11you have to expect to get sick during preg-
nancy." 
Mrs. A. felt she was close to her t wo sisters but never referred to 
them singly or called them by name. She saw her sisters often when visit-
ing her parent 1 s home and often one or the other would stay 1-ri th Mrs. A. 
evenings. 
11rs . A. also maintained a close relationship with her father whom 
she described as being 11 so good to her" during 'childhood. Her attachment 
to father and i nability to leave him was clearly revealed when father told 
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!"'rs. A. that she was married nov1 and was no longer a Beata . £1rs . A. 
panicked at the thought, of a complete and final break responding, 11 but my 
blood is still Beata." 
Although there was not a great deal of information concerning Mrs. 
A.'s brother, it ~ms noted that she was very close to him during her child-
hood and that they often double dated before their respective marriages. 
It appeared that there was mutual visiting between the A. 1 s and Jl~rs . A. 's 
brother and his vufe, and that occasional evenings out were often shared 
by the two couples. 
Relatives outside of the immediate family were rarely referred to and 
appeared to have little meaning or importance for J1rs. A. Although there 
were several aunts and uncles living in nearby areas, JvT..rs. A. rarely saw 
them. During her pregnancy she gave the reason that she 11 got stomach 
cramps while riding in a car 11 • 11 I will only ride to uor k or visit my 
mother • 11 Paternal cousins living in Maine were infrequently visited. A 
trip made one sammer by her father and two sisters resulted in their call-
ing home every evening to see how mother was feeling. 
That t here is preference accorded certain relatives was indicated 
when ~ks . A. said that she made no special effort to visit her grand-
mother and saw her only when she visited mother's home. Mrs . A. felt 
bitter towards her grandmother for not offering to care for herself and 
her siblings >~en mother was ill. 
Although we have little information concerning the nature of Mr. A.'s 
family relationships ther e was evidence to support the belief that he is 
equally dependent upon his O>ill parents . As stated earlier, Mr. A. had 
ahrays turned to his father for help >·ri th employment and had likewise 
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obtained a job near his parent's home. Mr. A. continued to visit his 
mother during his lunch hour, and both husband and wife visited his parents 
on weekends. 
RELATIONSHIPS ~VITH FRIENDS 
The nature of the couple's informal contacts is a dramatic illustra-
tion of the tremendous restriction which they seemed to impose on them-
selves. Mrs. A. felt that her neighbors were cold and unfriendly, but at 
the same time had made no attempts to meet them. "They don't want to bother 
with me so I don't bother with them11 • Similarly the A. 1 s had made no 
friends nor had they kept up former friendships. 11rs. A. referred to a 
group of girl friends w~om she saw during adolesc~Dce, but no longer saw 
them now as 11 they all are married with children 11 • There is no planned 
joint entertaining in the A. home in which ~tr. and Mrs. A. asked another 
couple to spend an evening with them. One of the underlying reasons 
stemmed from Hrs. A. 1s feeling that she was uneducated, inferior and un-
able to undertake responsibility for entertaining. She can feel relaxed 
with the group of women at work but would feel "uncomfortable having them 
over to her house". She gave further expression of her feelings of un-
easiness in social gatherings. 11Like other people at a wedding, they start 
talking to other people. But I can't. I really have nothing to say be-
cause I 1m shy and don't talk fluently". 
Of her contacts outside of the home during latency and adolescence, 
Mrs. A. said, "I never enjoyed myself without my Hornmy." Early adult re-
sponsibilities in the home as well as work after school allowed little 
time for Mrs. A. to experience normal peer group relationships. There were 
no contacts with Settlement Houses or any other organized group activity 
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during these periods. She spoke of occasional dances and bowling events 
with the 11 gang, 11 but added that she never enjoyed herself as she always 
11 felt guilty leaving mother sick at home". 
Although ~~. A. appeared more socially at ease than his wife, he, 
too, limited his contacts to place of employment. He had made no effort 
to meet neighbors nor did he encourage contact ~~th friends. 
RECREATION 
Leisure time activities were characterized by the same limitations 
noted above. With the exception of watching T V, occasional movies, and 
visiting relatives the AJs spent little of their leisure time in other 
forms of recreation. There were no special interests or hobbies common to 
both husband and wife nor iV"ere there separate leisure ti.me interests. l-trs. 
A. particularly seemed unable to derive enjoyment fr,om any activity in-
volving effort, challenge, or creativity outside of the home. She didn't 
care to read as 11 she has to read slowly and gets impatient and nervous". 
11 I don't enjoy shopping. There are so many people I can't concentrate on 
what I want." 
Concomitant with this was Mrs. A.'s complete disinterest in joining 
co:m..muni ty, church or other organized groups. 'i·Jhen asked about this, IV'xs. 
A. replied, "I really don't know. I never joined so I don't kno1v if I'd 
like it or not. 11 It appeared that the A. 1 s only contact rri. th any kind of 
group or service institution was their use of the l·1assachusetts Memorial 
Hospital. 
ETHNIC PJ.JD RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS 
Church affiliation was of particular importa.11ce to I1rs. A. Both she 
and her family had had close association with the Syrian Orthodox and Roman 
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Catholic (Eastern Rites) churches, and throughout her childhood were most 
faithful in thei r church attendance. After marriage Mrs. A. continued 
her association with the Roman Catholic Church attending regular Sunday ser-
vices as well as daily morning masses with the feeling that "it gave her 
strength and encouragement before going to 1rrork". Prayers 1-rere con-
ceived of as having a kind of magical power, and praying had special mean-
ing for Mrs. A. in terms of her mother. She had felt that her prayers had 
helped her mother through her illness, and at a time when mother was quite 
ill Mrs. A. felt it was she who had saved mother's life. 
Contrary to Syrian tradition, Mrs. A. did not turn to her husband 1 s 
religion (Greek Orthodox) after marriage. Mrs. A. was quite insistent 
t hat she remain with her ovm Church and in doing so went against her 
parent's wishes. Although Mr . A.'s fauriJ.ly had strong ties with his 
Church, he was accepting of this. He felt that if religion was important 
to his wife then he would respect her wishes to bring the children up in 
the Roman Catholic faith. Although Mr . A. raised no objection to his 
wife's wishes, he did not turn to her religion and maintained his affilia-
tion with his family's Greek Orthodox Church. Mr . A. would accompany his 
wife for Sunday Services at her Church, but both attended each other's on 
special holidays. 
Parents on both sides showed initial concern. Nrs. A. 's parents were 
angry because she did not follow Syrian custom. Mr . A.'s parents feared 
that their son would leave the Greek Orthodox Church. The latter showed 
flexibility when, at the time of the marriage, they voiced recognition of 
the small difference between the two religious ceremonies and made apolo-
gies for their initial adversity. However, Mrs. A.'s parents never 
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became resigned to this, and father continued to bring up the matter after 
her marriage. It appeared that a loss of identity 1~th her fawily was a 
far more frightening thought than were her parents' vigorous objections. 
Particular importance was attached to t..'he 1•7edding v.rith Hrs. A. plan-
ning and managing a very large affair for herself. She bought her own 
trousseau and hired caterers, and the wedding 1-ras held in her o\m Syrian 
Catholic Church. Mrs. A. 's father had wanted big >veddings for all his 
children having taken specified amounts from their vTeekly work checks in 
order to save for these events. 
Although Mrs. A. was raised in a closely bound Syrian co~~Q~ity, she 
appeared to have no real identification with Old Syria, Syrian traditions 
and customs. Aside from cooking Syrian dishes in the home, Hrs. A. ga-we 
no other overt signs of closeness or feeling of pride for her people. She 
referred to regular Sunday outings when Syrian people from different parts 
of the state got together for pleasure and relaxation. }rrs. A. admitted 
indifference stating, 11 I don't care for this. I Hould rather go to the 
beach and get a suntan. Anyway, the outings have fresh water, and I can't 
s•vim in fresh 1,ra ter. tt 'rha t she felt no real attachment to the Syrian 
group was reflected in her statement t hat it was "just luck that my brother 
married a Syrian girl". She did not feel that the Syrian group were·--par-
ticularly close, and made clear her feelings that Syrians were inferior 
and considered them outcasts. She referred to her people as being 11 dark," 
and expressed hopes that she would not have a dark baby. 
Mrs . A. had no friends within the Syrian group and seemed to feel no 
responsibility to participate in Church or Syrian group activities. It 
appeared that moving away from her old neighborhood was an acceptable way 
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of leaving the Syrian community, and that church contact was of necessity 
in terms of her own psychological need for identity. 
A~~YSIS - CASE A 
Hr. and !'1rs. A. are highly illustrative of t he environ..rnental re-
strictions and emotional self-repressions that are so characteristic of 
this study group. 
One of the outstanding clinical features of I'irs. A. 1s constriction 
was her depressed character structure. Unable to allow any pleasures for 
herself, housekeeping was viewed as a chore, marriage as a struggle, and 
t he prospects of child-rearing a hardship. It vias because of this de-
pressive trend that certain reality issues tended to be obscured in the 
reading of t he material, particularly with regard to familial activities. 
In reality, Mrs. A. was an excellent shopper and 1v-as neatly and at-
tractively dressed at all times. She was also an exceedingly good house-
keeper giving a great deal of thought and attention to the decorating and 
furnishing of her home as well as the management of household tasks. Do-
mestic activities were actually more segregated than the interview ma-
terial first revealed. It was later learned t hat Mrs. A. -v;as clearly the 
manager of her own home even though she did expect her husband to share in 
the marketing and some of the heavier household chores. 
Another factor w~ch seemed to strongly influence all of the im-
portant areas of Mrs. A.'s life was the factor of troubling dependency 
strivings. Her work, her marriage, her relationships 1dth her friends 
and neighbors, her religious feeling a~d social activ~ty - these all con-
tained elements of emotional strain. 
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In considering the constrained life that Mrs. A. tended to lead it 
was not Sl.U'prising that she married someone who lived in the same neighbor-
hood, a man who was her brother's best friend and whom her mother urged 
her to date. Her marriage was not based on strong affection for her hus-
b~!d; she was quite indifferent to his attentions. Only when he started 
dating another girl did she want to marry him lest she lose him and "be 
lonely and left without anyone". 
Her job, filled with dull routine, had successfully claimed her 
throughout her adolescence and early adult life. Only here amidst the 
security of an easy job and a small group of familiar women had Mrs. A. 
not felt lonely and sad. Mrs. A. •s fear of separation from the security 
of familiar people, places, is clearly evident not only from her clinging 
for so many years to the same job, but also on her honeymoon trip during 
1ihich she called her mother every evening. !"irs. A. violated Syrian custom 
by not turning to her husband's church. This continuation seemed also to 
stem from her reluctance to break away from familiar ways, namely her 
frunily ties • 
Like his wife, l'·1r . A. also had inordinately strong dependency striv-
ings but he expressed them quite differently. ~nereas Mrs. A. got her job 
through mutual help from her siblings, Hr. A. turned to his father for 
one-sided help in finding a job and setting up a business . Although he 
was more ambitious than his 1-life this ambition seemed to rest on approvals 
from others, and when his wife showed only indifference to his successes 
his motivation to move ahead began to decline . 
Mrs. A. •s attitude toward her neighbors showed even more clearly her 
strong dependency needs as well as her extreme reluctance to face them. 
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Although she had made no attempt to meet them, to find out '1-rhat. they were 
like she judged them to be cold and unfriendly - mainly because they had 
not sought her out. As she herself put it, "They don't want to bother 1dth 
me so I don't bother 1-vi th them". It seemed that Hrs. A. wants very much to 
be cared for but is unable to ask for this support. 
Fa~ly ties, particularly to parents, were highly dependent ones. 
Visiting 1.vi th respective parents were regular and frequent with Hrs. A. 
making several trips to her parents 1 home during the week and liir. A. to 
his. Both would visit each other's parents together on weekends. It was 
always V~s. A. who visited her mother. Her mother never came to her home. 
She was also attached to her father, but he resisted her attempts to re-
main dependent on him. His remark was that she was no longer a Beata. 
Nrs. A. also maintained a close relationship with her sisters, but never 
referred to her sisters-in law, and it is doubtful that she ever turned 
to them for companionship. 
Aside from visiting relatives, leisure time was spent mainly in 
watching T V and going to occasional movies. Although limited in range 
they were always shared by the two partners. 
Hrs. A. 1 s only involvement in Syrian customs and traditions was in the 
cooking of Syrian dishes. There seemed to be no other overt signs of close-
ness to or pride in her ethnic compatriots. She considered Syrians as in-
ferior and outcasts. At the same time her ethnic identification was quite 
strong being evidence<Fby her faithful church attendence and cl ose family 
ties. The lack of cultural participation seems more likely to stem from 
psychological factors rather than any particular cultural effect and is 
evidenced by her emotional isolation from friends, neighbors and distant 
relatives 
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CASE B 
BACKGR01JND 
Mr. and Hrs. B., aged 26 and 23 years at the time of their marriage in 
1954, entered the prenatal study in 1956. Unlike the other couples in the 
research group, husband and wife are from completely opposite backgrotmds. 
11rs. B. was born of Syrian parentage, both mother and father having 
come to this cow..try at early ages. The only girl of four children, she 
lived in a small industrial co~~unity near Boston until she was 8 years 
of age, where there were a number of Syrian families. Because of her 
mother 1s insistence that she be near her own family, they subsequently 
moved to the present working class area. Her family life was marked by 
considerable conflict and loss of strong fa~ly tie. Her parents 1 unhappy 
marriage was openly displayed and was characterized by explosive arguments 
and frequent periods of separation from the home. Her mother had few home-
making interests, was dissatisfied in her mothering role, and took advan-
tage of every opportunity to be away from the home. Her father vms a pas-
sive man who seemed unable to provide an adequate family income. He had 
been employed in a shoe factory until the Depression at which time the 
family received sole support from Pub~ic Welfare. During this period the 
father 1s role changed from that of breadwinner to mothering the children 
and taking over all household responsibilities. Mother did not work but 
"\-was demanding of father for material t hings, constantly berating him for 
not being a ngo-getteru. Father left the home on several occasions when 
marital difficulties became too much for him. A final separation in 1948 
followed by a divorce five years later arose as a consequence when mother 
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left the home vri th another man and established herself in a restaurant 
business on the South Shore, where she continues to live. 
Relatively little background inf ormation was readily available about 
Hr. B. Hol·rever, he appears to have come from a more stable background as 
there is no evidence of fanuly disorganization. He is of Protestant birth; 
7- both parents t>rere American born; and. ethnically his family is of English 
descent. Mr. B. ivas raised in a small (population 200) farmin g commu.l1i ty 
in Iowa where his f a t her ovme d a small farm until his death in 1952. His 
mother and an uncle have since taken over management of the farm. One 
married sister and a+l relatives outside of the immediate family continue 
to reside in the Hiddle 1<Jest. 
COURT SHIP - 11A1'tRIAGE 
'I'he couple met three years before marriage 1..rhen Mr. B., who 1-ras then 
in the Navy, ivas stationed in . Boston. They were introduced by a mutual 
f riend at a ship's dance and saw each other regularly from that time on. 
At the time of their meeting i:l[r. B. was separated from his first lvife and 
two children who were still living in Iowa. A divorce did not become 
final until a year prior to his second marriage. llir. B. had married at a 
young age (17 years). The demands made on him by his wife as well as the 
added responsibilities of children seemed too overwhelming for him to 
manage and he found relief in the Navy which he joined two or three years 
after the marriage. A return to the home and attempts at reconciliation 
after two years proved unsatisfactory. A permanent separation resulted 
when Hr . :S. again left his family for a career in the Navy. 
J1rs . B. expressed little concern about her husband's previous marriage 
and little consideration was given to this fact in her choice of mate. 
Selection of a marriage partner seems to have been largely based on ~xs. 
B. 1s dependent needs. She referred to her husband's thoughtfulness, gener-
osity, the fact that he brought her presents as factors which led her to 
make a decision to marry him. 11 I can't see anything wrong with him. He's 
a good provider and he 1 s kind." Attention during the courtship period 
seemed to focus entirely on Hrs. B. 1 s needs and concerns. Initially, VJ.rs. 
B. saw to it that they were accompanied by one or more of her friends un-
til r-fr . B. 11 proved that she could trust him. 11 At this time courtship was 
continued 11 alone 11 in the protective atmosphere of Hrs. B. 's living room 
-v;here they would 11 talk or watch T V. 11 After s:U: months of courtship Iv!r . B. 
asked her 11to accept an engagement ring. 11 Ho1rrever, Hrs. B. preferred to 
hold off on her decision because 11 she didn 1t want to shovJ him that she 
really 1rranted a ring that fast, 11 and waited two or three months more to 
accept his proposal. Hr. B. still had a six months tour of duty in the 
r-1edi terrane an to complete. During this period Mrs. B. found the separa-
tion difficult and •·ms quite insistent that her husband give up his Naval 
career and settle pe rmanently in Boston vii th her family . 
EDUCATIONAL - OCCm'ATIONAL HI STORY 
Hrs. B.'s educational and occupational history reveals some factors 
which may account for the couple's apparent lack of social and economic 
mobility. Her school experience 1-ras a most unsatisfactor>J one. She 
possessed limited intellectual abilities, and her repeated failures and 
inadequacies were further reinforced by emotional conflicts. Her mother's 
frequent and unpredictable desertions reinforced her feelings of in-
security. She feared leaving the home and as a consequence was habitually 
late for school. Receiving little support or encouragement from either 
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parents or teachers, I'1rs. B. left school as soon as the law would permit 
(age 16). 
An expressed desire to attend hairdressing school was never achieved. 
Although this was an accessible and realistic goal, ~~s. B. feared that 
she would never be able to stand it mentally and 1vas unable to make the 
at tempt. Her work experience follow·s a similar pattern. Hrs. B. never 
enjoyed 1-vork, -.-vas extremely fearful of being on her Oi-.1!1, and retreated 
whenever possible to the protection of the home environment. She held a 
series of factory jobs each of Which lasted for only a month or two. Un-
happiness in this area of her life w-as again manifested by chronic late-
ness. One position as a sorter in a linen compal'ly was maintained for one 
and one-half years - the longest time Hrs . B. had ever worked. 
For the most part IvJrs. B. m thdrew from the demands and pressures 
of work responsibilities and retreated to the home and an early mothering 
role in which she took complete charge in the upbringing of her younger 
brother, thirteen years her junior. She also had responsibility for house-
hold tasks. Evidently, this served as a status preserving mechanism as 
these appear to be the only two areas in which she felt adequate and con-
f ident, and seemed to be the only achievement for which she received any 
support and encouragement. 
At the time of the prenatal study, Mr. B. had ambitions to become a 
plumber and had completed a one year course at a Boston technical school 
in preparation for this. He was at this time working for an oil company 
installing burners and furnaces. Y.tr. B. is a hard worker, is talented in 
his choice of occupation but provides no more than an adequate income for 
his family. Although there are many opportunities available which might 
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enhance his income, Mr. B. prefers to remain in a position which, in this 
lower class community, gives him a feeling of prestige and higher status. 
11r. B. referred to a childhood illness of meningitis when he lost his 
voice and 1-1as unable to talk for some time. He added that it was fol lowing 
this illness that he had trouble learning. "I never liked school, and I 
liked it even less after that. I quit long before I was through". He 
seemed not to have enjoyed Navy life either saying it was there that he de-
veloped a "nervous stomach" 'tvhich continues to cause him difficulty. V·Jhile 
in the Navy, :t-1r. B. worked L11 the laundry and in t he ship 1s s·tore as a 
helper, and from the reading of the material it di d not seem t~at he was 
very proud of what he had done. 
The couple seem not to want more out of life than they already have. 
Future plans are in no way goal directed, and the B.'s appear satisfied 
with the materials needed for day to day living . 11 I really don 1t "torant 
that much out of life. I'd like a few bucks in the bank for a rainy day, 
and I 1d like to have a nice little home and car and things like that". 
Mrs. B. has no particular aspirations for her children concerning their 
education or future work and seems content to follow the value systems 
patterned by her parents. 11 I would want to bring up my children as my 
mother did ••• I want to give my baby the most I can, like keeping it well-
fed and lorell-clothed. 11 
For Nrs. B. economic advancement seems not so important as the desire 
to be liked and accepted by family members. When Mrs. B. wanted to pur-
chase a rooming house for extra income she was opposed on this idea by 
her husband who preferred to buy a home in t he suburbs. Her father ad-
vised her not to force her husband into t his plan and V~s. B. immediately 
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ga v-e up the idea saying she 11wouldn 1t want to be the cause of an argument." 
FAMILH.L AC'riVITIFS 
Familial activities are characterized by considerable sharing of do-
mestic tasks. Since the marriage the couple have been living in a four-
room apartment in an old, deteriorated tenement house with Mrs. B.'s 
father and younger brother. Hrs. B. places a great deal of emphasis on 
the fact that men have a responsibility to share in the household tasks. 
"I don't 1..rant my husband to expect me to do all the work." She feels that 
most Syrian men 11 expect their wives to be in the house and do a lot of 
waiting on them but that this is not true in her f amily." Her father now 
owns and manages some property in an outlying district and shares in the 
household expenses. He is expected to t~~e care of his Olin room and help 
Hrs. B. u-Jith other household chores. Hr. B. has responsibility for most 
of the heavy housework, and both he and his father-in-laii do the market-
ing on Saturdays. Having men do things for her makes J>frs. B. feel "help-
less and feminine. 11 Her dependency on the men around her 1-ras strild.ngly 
illustrated when the couple visited rvir. B.'s mother on her farm in Iowa. 
Observing her mother-in-law's heavy work schedule which included the farm 
chores as 1rell as the household tasks , 1-ras extremely upsetting to }frs. B. 
Fearing that her husband might expect her to "work as hard as his mother," 
Urs. B. made it quite explicit that she "didn't lvant to be ordered around." 
"I lmow I just couldn't do it because we weren't brought up that way here." 
HAH.ITAL RELATIONSHIP 
The marital relationship as 1r1e have previously alluded to seems to be 
completely based on :tvlrs. B.'s dependency needs where Mrs. B. views her 
husband only in terms of his ability to fulfill her needs for support and 
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reassurance on a physical and emotional level. 11Hy husband is such a help 
to me around the house ••• He doesn't talk much about his worries, but I 
can always talk freely with him." Mr. B. is most tolerant of his wife's 
demands and this seems to be due to the fact that these are made within 
limits of what he can realistically supply to her. Nrs. B. is not overly 
demanding of material things and >fould "let her husband have his way rather 
than cause an argument." 
Sexual relations seem as "something that just goes with marriage •••• 
I can't say that I'm really crazy about it, 11 and she is glad that Hher 
husband i sn 1 t passionate either. 11 1iJhen viewed in terms o.f each other 's 
needs the marriage appears to be a mutually satisfying one in which neither 
demands more than the other can give. 
F~MILIAL RELATIONSHIPS 
Certainly the most outstanding feature of l'Irs. B.'s life concerns her 
relationship to irmnediate fa11ily members. Living 1ri thin a close proximity 
to her two older married brothers as well as her father and younger brother 
who live ~nth her, has special significance outside of the fact that strong 
family ties is a cultural phenomenon. Emotional needs seem to have greater 
import in this case. 
Ivir s. B. views relationship 1rith family members in terms of their ac-
ceptance of her and seems to require constant proof of their devotion. She 
relies heavily on siblings and their wives for help in making decisions as 
wel l as in carrying t hem out. Sister-in-laws are never referred to by name; 
affectional terms are completely lacking in her descriptions; and she 
speaks only in t er ms of ho"r helpful they have been to her. 'hlJ:J.en the couple 
was making plans to move , her sister-in-lm-r accompanied Hrs. B. to look for 
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apartments. wnen the first place they saw did not meet her reqLrirements, 
Mrs . B. "lost interest," and it was her sister-in-law who "pushed her 
to keep looking." Siblings also helped to share hospital expenses when 
Hrs. B. had an operation early in the marriage. 
Obesity is a family problem -vri. th Hrs. B. and siblings having phenomen-
al weights. This is something that she has never been able to manage, 
and during her pregnancy the entire family focused attention on Mrs. B.'s 
vmight problem . All lvent on a diet in order to help her through this 
period. 
Living with her father and brother represents an added measure of 
security and feelings of belongingness. 11 I 1d miss them awful, I think, 
if they left me now. I'm so used to having them around.n 
~~s. B. would want to be extremely dependent on her mother. Her 
mother has given only a minimal amount of support and has never shown her 
daughter any real mothering concern. Hrs. B. felt they were "more like 
sisters." Mother now visits two or three times a month. Mrs. B. eagerly 
looks forward to her vlsits with the feeling that rrthey are closer than 
ever now." Holvever, Mrs . B. gives no indication of what they talk about or 
the things they do together, which seems to give sufficient evidence that 
the relationship is not an affectional but a dependent one. 
There appears to be little contact -vnth relatives outside of the im-
mediate family. Almost no mention is made of father's kin even though 
they live in 1., -v~here Y.!l's. B. was born. Mrs. B. sums up her sentiments 
saying, nThey never offered to help us out so we never bothered with them. 11 
During her childhood attention 1vas focused on her mother 1s family 1-1hen 
there was a great deal of mutual visiting - particularly due to mother's 
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strong family ties. She referred to several aunts and uncles who were 
11 wonderful because they used to bring her presents, money and clothes.n 
Selection of favored relatives was entirely based on their ability to 
sat isfy her needs and descriptions are completely lacking in warmth, af-
fee tion and concern about them. Since the marriage , ~1rs . B. has had no 
contact 1-ri. th her mother 1 s family even though they all live in nearby 
areas. Her explanation focuses on the fact that "mother's family feel 
they have made money and gotten up in the world and don 1t want anything 
to do with me anymore. 11 Although several uncles have done well in the 
drug store and real estate businesses it appears that their mobility 
has not increased to any great degree. It seems more likely that these 
relatives no longer give to 1•frs. B. as she Has accustomed to receiving as 
a child, and that it is she who would have nothing to do with them. 
Information concerning Mr . B. 1s family v.ras not available in the 
record, and our only reference concerned Hrs. B.'s reactions when the 
couple visited his family in Iowa during the first year of marriage. This 
was I~s . B.'s first trip away from home, and she cried during the entire 
trip as she was fearful of "being strange in front of his family. ll She 
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was warmly accepted by his family and in turn expressed her acceptance of 
them. At the same time there is no feeling that she desires a closer con-
tact. Although she carries on a regular correspondence with his mother, 
Mrs . B. expresses no desire for a return visit. She quite firmly stated 
that she "would never -v;ant to live out there. 11 This is related to the 
fact that she could never leave her own family and also springs from her 
strong reaction to her mother-in-law's way of life. 
We have little idea of }rr . B.'s past relationship with his family 
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members or what the loss of kinship ties has meant to him. He says of his 
married sister, who is six years older, "we're not close.tt He continues to 
-write to his two children in Io·wa, but we are 1.lllable to ascertain as to the 
meaning this has for him. That Mr . B. has been fully accepted into his 
wife's family is evident, and no doubt this has been a most satisfactory 
substitute for him. }tr . B. has raised no objections to having his father-
in-law and brother-in-law share the home. Apparently, this arrangement has 
met some of his own dependency needs in terwE of sharing responsibilities 
of marriage and children with relatives. 
RELATIONSHIP ~iiiTH FRIENDS 
At the time of the prenatal interviews Nrs. B. had a number of friends 
and neighbors with whom she had contact. Mrs . B. finds it exceedingly dif-
ficult to manage alone and seems to need a constant supply of people to 
turn to. 11 I 1m the type that just couldn't be alone. It would drive me 
out of my mind." 
Contacts, however, are limited to Mrs. B. 1 s neighbors, most of whom. 
are people she has kno1vn since childhood. Omitted from her descriptions 
are any references to specific friends or the nature of their relation-
ships which seems to indicate lack of any intimate friendships. 
Selection of friends as wi.th family members tends to be based on their 
ability and willingness to give to Y.!rs . B. in very direct ~-vays • . A typical 
example concer ns Mrs . B. 1 s description of how her girl-friend kept her eye 
out for her when she went on a diet. 
Her past relationships with peers gives us a better understanding of 
her present situation. Latency period was characterized by relative isola-
tion from peer groups. There were no settlement house programs or club 
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groups 1d th which she had contact during this t i me. Self-conscious about 
her obesity, she was often t eased by other youngsters at school and the 
atmosphere there seems not to have been conducive to making close friend-
ships. Of this period in her life Mrs. B. said, "I never wanted to go 
out and play ••• I was more or less the home type. 11 
During adolescence I1rs. B. was unable to take any initiative in mov-
ing out of t he home and depended on friends to come after her. HI wouldn't 
go out unless somebody came after me and pushed me to go. 11 Any contact 
outside of the home seemed a threat to her security and adequacy, and she 
would only go out when assured of the protection of a crowd of people, 
parti cularly girls. Again there were no aff i liations with community or 
club groups and activities consisted only of occasional dances at the 
neighborhood Settlement House and parties held at girl friends' homes. 
Fear of sexual urges and drives was another inhibiting factor in which 
Hrs. B. refused to go out on a elate alone, seeing to it that she was al-
ways accompanied by other friends. "They would then be able to help each 
other in case of' trouble." Again, she sought out a group of friends who 
seemed to help her along during t his period and these relationships were 
characteristic of the clinging relationship 1d th family members. 
RECP~TIONAL ACTIVITIES 
The use made of recreational and leisure time activity seems to re-
flect the tremendous inner and outer restrictions experienced by }trs. B. 
in the past. Except for an occasional movie and automobile rides to visit 
relatives or friends the couple have no leisure time interests vJhich they 
enjoy together. Hr. B. is the 11 type who likes to keep busy, 11 enjoys l-vork-
ing with his hands, and spends many of his leisure hours in fixing and 
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making household repairs. Quite to the contrary !':Irs. B. prefers "to relax 
and sit around the house. 11 11 I enjoy reading movie magazines. I like to 
see how the stars dress, their hairdos, and the scandals." Even with this 
limited range of outside interests, Mrs. B. seems to get no particular 
satisfaction from homemaking either. Her home, although clean, is dis-
orderly and the drab interior reflects decided disinterest and lack of 
imagination. 11 I don't care to sew ••• Sometimes I make sheets just to give 
me something to do." 
ETHNIC AJI.,TD RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS 
The nature of Mrs. B.'s relationsl1..ip to the Syrian community as well 
as the character of her church affiliation is very much tied up with f~i­
ly experiences. Unlike most of the families in this group, ~:Irs. B. has 
completely severed relations with the Syrian group and at the present time 
has only minimal contact with the Syrian Catholic Church of vlhich her 
mother was a member and in which she was brought up. 
There was not the closeness in her home t hat we find in other SJTian 
fawilies, and t he idea of separation and divorce is not customary in this 
group. Her parents' separations and particularly her mother's running 
around with another man 1..ras a source of shame and embarrassment to Nrs. B. 
"I was ashamed to meet my people... If I sa~..r a Syrian on t he street I 1 d 
turn my head t he other way. II During her childhood :tv"Jrs. B. had few Syrian 
friends and avoided all Syrian group activities and church affairs. At 
present she symbolically expresses her feelings about Syrian culture say-
ing "I cook a lot of Syrian dishes but I notice that the food doesn't 
agree with me • " 
Mrs. B. would never date Syrian men ("they felt too much like t hey 'd 
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1 be brothers to me") and married a man much different in background and 
coloring. ( ~~ . B. is blond and fair-skinned in contrast to his ~dfe's 
dark hair and olive complexion.) Her parents seemed to have raised no 
strong protest to the marriage. Although they would have preferred that 
their daughter marry "one of their own,n religion seemed not to be a major 
issue. 
The nature of her relationship to the Church as >vi th the Syrian group 
parallels her fa'Tlily picture. Both parents >vere divided in their church 
affiliations, her f ather being a member of the Greek Orthodox Church, and 
her mother a member of the 1.oman Catholic Church (Eastern Rites). !"trs. B. 
attended her father's church up Q~til her move to Boston when siblings 
became .affiliated 1dth the mother 1 s Syrian Catholic Church. Following her 
parents 1 separation, the mother left t he Church and never vvent back to it. 
Father has never left his church and is the only family member who keeps 
up faithful church attendance. 
Since the separation of her parents, 1"1rs. B. has had only minimal 
contact with the Roman Catholic Church. Although she no longer attends 
chlirch services, she still lights candles and holds on to Catholic 
ritualistic beliefs. It is as though she feels a need to belong in some 
r.·my. Church became most important to her at the :time of marriage. Be-
cause of her husband's divorce the couple could not be married in the 
Catholic Church. The ceremony was performed in a Lutheran Church r.dth 
only Nrs. B.'s immediate family attending. Less tangible is the magical 
property vlhich private prayers possess for her. 11A lot of them came true 
so I figure as though I should still have faith." 
Again we lack complete information concerning Mr. B.'s religious 
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affiliations. i;Je do knm•r that he has no contact vri. th a Protestant 
Church. Although he has not turned to his wife's religion, he has agreed 
to his -vri.fe 1 s expressed "rish to bring the children up in the Roman 
Catholic faith. 
ANALYSIS - CASE B 
Typical of this research group, Mr . and Hrs. B. are a couple whose 
lirni ted interests and narrow range of activities remain largely within the 
confines of the neighborhood. 
Familial activities are characterized by considerable sharing of 
domestic tasks with JVT...r . B. and his father-in-lm-v participating in all 
major household activities aside from cooking which T1rs. B., because of 
her preoccupation with food and eating, prefers to manage by herself. As 
1-f.rs. B. sees it, having men take over for her makes her feel more "fem-
inine and helpless • 11 Her assertion that 11men should help in the heusen 
is suggestive of a denial of more basic feelings of helplessness, and her 
strong reaction after seeing the hard working women in Iowa further demon-
strates her underlying ambivalence - feelings of uncertainty, a wish to be 
protected yet fear of being dominated and controlled. 
In view of the fact that Hrs. B. comes from a cultural setting where 
women are expected to work hard, it appears that her husband's compli-
ance in catering to his wife's needs for material support stems from his 
own passivity and effeminateness. Even though }1r. B. is just as dependent 
as his wife and has as many neurotic problems, he seems not to be threat-
ened by his wife 1 s demands. As l'lrs . B. has so many people to whom she 
can turn for help, and because of her firm belief that her husband is much 
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stronger and brighter than she, Mr. B. is not only relieved of undue 
pressures, but Hr s. B. 1 s praise and admiration serves to strengthen his 
masculinity. 
This seems to be evidenced by the many gains in terms of work that 
Mr. B. has made t hrough the marriage. His one year course at the techni-
cal school as vrell as his choi ce of occupation seem to have given him 
relative satisfaction and a feeling of success and achievement. In light 
of his past difficulties in school, dissatisfacti ons with previous work 
experience in t he Navy, and an unhappy first marriage, this marriage seems 
to have been quite successful in meeting his needs. 
Jvlrs. B. 1 s limited intellectual equipment and her neurotic problems 
which are now manifested by her obesity, constant concern over her 
physical condition had a great deal to do with her disorganization and 
eventual failure in school andwork situations. Her inability to enter 
hairdressing school, and the demands that an every day work situation im-
posed on her seemed indicative of intense fears of new situations, adult 
responsibility, and tremendous feelings of inadequacy. Retreating to the 
home and care of her younger brother ser 1-ed as a shield and protection 
from facing this life challenge. This also tended to f urther repress 
sexual and aggressive urges during adolescence and allowed little op-
portunity for the experiencing of interpersonal r el ationships. 
,Although Hrs. B. has f r i ends -.mom she sees, most of the people she 
has known since childhood. As the couple seem to have no joint friend-
ships, Mrs. B. conf ines her visiting to t he daytime, gossiping on the 
front s teps, entertaining in her living room while her husband and f ather 
are at work. There seems not to be much mutual visiting, Hrs. B. 
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specifically selecting those female companions \,rho \vill come to her, 
needing to be surrounded by a number of people who -vri.ll meet her dependent 
needs and allay her anxiety about being alone. 
I'1r. B. had said that he lmew n0 one in the con:nnunity but that "every-
one kne1.; him because he drives the oil trucku • Similar to his wife in 
his avoidance and seerrdL~g fear of personal relationships he avoids situa-
tions where demands could be placed on him, and his above remark evi-
dences his defensiveness against his ovm dependent needs. 
Although there appears to be some segregation in leisure time acti-
vities this seems to be more of a personality difference than a real 
differentiation in interests. Vir. B. is the "type who likes to keep 
busy", spending muc)1 of his leisure time doing carpentry work, and acti-
vities involving 1·rork with his hands. However, these activities are all 
confined to the home. l\trs. B., on the other hand, prefers to "sit and 
relax around the house" and she has no special interest which she active-
ly pursues. The reading of movie and scandal magazines which are listed 
as her only recreational pleasures are suggestive of her preoccupation 
I 
with adolescent interests. 
As divorce and family break-ups are almost unlmown in Syrian cul-
ture it would seem that an ovenmelming sense of guilt and shame led 
Hrs. B. to turn ai-l'ay from her Syrian compatriots and her church associa-
tions. However, one Syrian (the sixth case not included in this study") 
did not associate feelings of shame ,.ri. th divorce. "One just marries for 
keeps, n she said, adding that divorce, separation etcetera -vmre almost 
never considered even if the husband and wife were unhappy and dis-
satisfied in their marriage. 
= 
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11rs. B. does go against many of the traditionally accepted cultural 
patterns by marrying outside of her ethnic group and by leaving her church. 
However, in reality, cultural identification was maintained through close-
ness to her family, · her insistence that she be married in a church (even 
though it was a Prqtestant Church), the fact that her husband moved into 
her neighborhood, and her €lxpressed desire to bring up her own children 
in the Syrian Catholic faith. Although psychological factors strongly 
determined these attitudes it did seem that ethnic ties had a great deal 
of significance for her. 
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CASE C 
:M"_r. and JVIrs. C. are a Syrian couple who were raised in the sarne urban, 
working class neighborhood. They were married in June, 1951, when Mr. C. 
was 28 years old and Nrs. C. 22. In 1955, at the time of the prenatal in-
terviews, the couple were living on the first floor of a large tenement 
house owned by l'vTrs. C. 1 s parents who occupied another apartment in the 
II 
same house. Living with her parents was a 24 year old widowed sister and J1 
1 her two young sons in addition to a younger sister aged 17. Mr. C.'s 
parents, like1dse own and occupy a large tenement house located on the next 
street. :t-'Ir. C. is one of five children, tw·o of whom are unmarried a.11.d live 
vrlth his parents. 
BACKGROUND 
Mrs. C.'s parents are natives of Syria having emigrated to this country 
shortly after their marriage. Her father, a fruit stand salesman for many 
years, has recently worked as a shipper for an oil company. From previous 
medical records it was noted that the family suffered great poverty dur-
ing the depression years. Mrs. C. l·Jas quite reluctant to talk about this 
in research interviews as well as to disclose the nature of her father's 
present occupation. Before the birth of her three children, the mother 
was employed as a stitcher in a dressmaking factory. Remaining at home 
during her children's early years, mother returned to work when Mrs. C. 
I was in grammar school. Her two younger sisters were placed in a Settle-
ment House Nursery School, and Mrs. C. was expected to share in household 
tasks and care for her siblings after school hours. 
1Jfr. C.'s parents are also Syrian. His mother was born in Lebanon, and 
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his father >vas born of first generation parentage in the same neighborhood 
in which he now lives. Follmving her graduation from a high school in 
Lebanon, his mother t aught English in the Lebanon School system where a 
college education Has not considered a necessary prerequisite. His father, , 
20 years his mother 1 s senior, divorced •vi th one son, was an ambitious man. 
He worked as a cutter in the dressmaking business for long hours over a 
period of several years until he vlas able to buy his own manufact1.1ring 
company. He subsequently lost his business during the depression years. 
At t he time of this study, }~ . C.'s father was retired and their large 
tenement house had been converted into a rooming house entirely under his 
mother's management. The family's previous business achievements gave them 
relatively high social and economic status within the communi ty, which they 
still maintain. 
EDUCATIONAL AND OCCUPATI ONAL HISTORY 
At the time of this research Hr. C. had completed four years of 
college with a major in Sociology and held a position as Boys' Worker in 
a small Settlement House. Interest in this field stemmed from active par-
ticipation in Settlement House programs as a youngster. Before his mar-
riage, Hr. C. had been a Boys 1 viorker at an Industrial School where he had 
conti nued to work on a part-time basis whi le going to school. 
Mr. c. freely admits that it was only as a consequence of pressure 
from his wife and at her urg~ngs that he had entered college. She had 
stressed that 1.mless he earned a college degree he 1·10uld remain an assistant 
rather than become a full Director. Yet, I~ . C. confessed that he v~s 
nnever really interested in going, 11 that he found studying tedious and 
that he "more or l ess just coasted through ." Mrs. C. was also anxious for 
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him to continue for his Haster's Degree in Social 1-Jork. Although Ivir. c. 
made application, he did not really desire further education and was unable 
to realize his plans. 
In previous years his father had been eager for f!Jr. C. to have a 
college educati on, but Nr. C. >..;as unable to take advantage of the op-
' portuni ty offered him, since he had no particular interest or ambition to 
pursue a career at this time. The father had also kept his machines and 
tables in the hopes that either :Hr. C. or his two other sons would go into 
business. However, neither 1'1r. C. nor his brothers showed any interest in 
this. 
Mrs. C. had worked until the third year of her marriage holding a 
series of clerical positions the last of which was as a secretary in a 
Boston law firm. She evidenced early ambitions for herself traveling to 
a high school some distance from her home in order to take a college pre-
' paratory course in preparation for a career as an airline hostess. This 
venture seemed to ha~e been initiated because of her own personal wish to 
achieve and was shared with two girl friends 1-lho had decided with her. 
Mrs. C. achieved excellent grades, and was most conscientious about her 
vTOrk. Although her parents did not object to her choice of school, educa-
tion was not an area of emphasis in the home and her learning achievements 
were given only minimal support and encouragement with no consideration 
of the possibility of college. Her mother openly disapproved of her 
daughter's choice of vocation saying that an airline hostess was nothing 
more than a "glorified matron." Mrs. C. made no attempts to assert her 
feelings and compliantly gave into her mother's demands, going on to take 
a secretarial course following graduation from high school. At the same 
time Mrs. C. revealed that she 11 never liked the idea of t r aveling, tt and 
t hat it 1v-as more the thought of a uniform t hat had attracted her. This 
seemed to s uggest that her arnbi tious statements 1-1er e not really goal-
oriented but were merely expressions of fantasies ·Hi th no consideration 
given to the possibility that they could be realized. 
COURTSHIP AND f.'lARRB.GE 
Mr. C. met his wife shortly after his return from the Service. No-
ticing her in t he local ice-cream spa, he was immediately attracted by her 
good looks and youthful appearance. Following a courtship period of seven 
months, r-·rr . c. proposed, and they were married eight months later. Hr. c. 
felt that it "happened fast. 11 He had actually had no intention of marry-
ing at 28, envisioning at least two more years of batchelorhood, but gives 
no reason ~rhy he did marry at this time. Previous dating had been mainly 
confined to Syrian girls in the neighborhood with no serious attachment to 
any before his wife. Y~s. C., however, had had t wo steady beaux. The 
mor e recent one had been a Jewish boy with whom she became quite serious. 
Due to the religious dif ference t he f amily exerted great pressures on her 
to terminate relations. Again Hrs. C. did not put up any resistance, and 
subsequently ended the r elat ionship saying her decision was based on feel-
ings t hat 11 her parents wouldn 1t like t he idea. 11 
Mr. c. had quite a reputation as a gambler and gay batchelor before 
meeting Mrs. c. Her parents seemed not to consider this in terms of their 
daughter's future with him, and their approval appeared to be based entire-
ly on the fact t hat he was Syrian. We have no information regarding 
Mrs. c.'s feelings about the marriage and wonder to what extent her 
parents' approval influenced her choice of mate . 
~~~-===============~-
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~JL~ITAL RELATIONSHIP 
Hrs. C. gives very little information concerning her marital rela-
tionship. Omissions seem particularly significant as they tend to confirm 
our feeling that the marriage lacks closeness, intimacy and mutual affec-
tion. Indeed, her descriptions are stated in very unromantic and business-
like terms. "He 1 s like my mother and that 1 s 1·1hy we get along well. n "~1Te 
are complete opposites. 11 Mrs. C. describes her husband as easy-going and 
patient while she is the ldnd who takes things more seriously. 
There is a considerable degree of separation in terms of time spent 
together. Hr. C. is a'tvay from home nearly five evenings a week. He spends 
many evening hours at the Settlement House and also holds a part-time posi-
tion as a dancing instructor in a local studio involving a few evenings a 
week plus Saturdays. Hrs. C. frankly states that she really doesn 1 t mind 
as "it has become a habit." During t he past several summers, Mr . c. has 
been the assistant Director of a Boys' Camp located some distance away from 
home . His •·Ji.fe does not accompany him and visits only two or three weeks 
during the three month camp period. 
In the area of future planning the couple again demonstrated some de-
gree of disparity in thinking. Mrs. C. definitely felt her husband should 
have something better than a Settlement House job. She stated that they 
might have to move to another state where t here would be more opportunities 
for advancement. Yet, Hr. C. did not express the same feelings of ambition 
for himself and said he would be content to live in a small town "where he 
could knovJ all the children and coach them." Both are quite positive that 
they would not want to remain in their present neighborhood and have con-
sidered a move to D., a suburban area just outside of Boston. l'1rs. C. is 
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considerably more status conscious than her husband and described her 
street as one which was supposed to be the best street in the neighborhood. 
11 I guess only wealthy people used to live here at one time." At the same 
, time ambitions to improve her social and economic position are clouded by 
emotional restrictions. In reality, Mrs. C. wants to move to D., because 
11 it 1s not too far from home, the living is cheaper, and the area is clean-
er. 11 
Concerning children, their hopes and aspirations for them, there ap-
pears to be little thought given to these issues. klhen asked about her 
feelings during pregnancy, Hrs. C. said, ttJt's too far off, I guess, to ._ 
, really think about it.n }fr. C. has quite definitely expressed his ~~Tj_ sh 
for a boy. Nrs. C. "doesn't care" but might prefer a girl "so she could 
dress her ." Regarding educational and work plans, Hrs. C. said, 11 I never 
thought about that. It's too far in the future." 
FAHILIAL ACTI VITIES 
There again seems t o be a sizable degree of' separation between hus-
band and wife in the area of domestic tasks. Mrs. C. is by far the con-
trolling and dominant member of the household. She completely manages the 
household budget, 1'1r. c. turning over his weekly pay check to her. 11 I can 
do it better than he can. He told me so himself. 11 Indeed, 1-fr. C. agrees 
that his v-rife is a more efficient manager than he, and that by right she 
should be the one to h~~dle the finances. 
Hrs. c. assumes full responsibility for housekeeping tasks. She is 
an exceedingly neat housekeeper and takes great pride in her expensively 
furnished and well-kept apartment. liiJrs. C. is disturbed by lack of order 
and cleanliness, and has said that she couldn't go to sleep if a dish was 
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unwashed. She refers to earlier responsibilities in the home as being 
good training for the future as she wasn't afraid of housework at the time 
of marriage. She feels this was better than girls who have had everything 
done for them, and is glad she was never spoiled. She would like to bring 
up her children to be as independent as she. 
Concomitant ~~th her desire for orderliness is Mrs. C.'s need to ap-
pear well dressed and V~rell groomed at all times. Again she refers to her 
mother's opinion that a woman should ·always "look nice 11 and in practice had • 
her children 11 dress just so." Mother continues to watch bqth husband a.l1d 
wife to see that they are appropriately dressed. Ivirs. C. gave an example 
of how mother yell ed at her when she once noticed that her daughter was 
wearing a housecoat 1-rhile doing housework. Mr. C. said that he liked his 
1~fe 1 s interest in the home and her appearance, as he was never ashamed to 
bring company home at any time of the day. He had received warnings from 
friends that :t1rs. C. would be a very expensive v'life to keep as she had 
/--. closets full of clothes. On the contr~y, Hr. C. found his wife to be ex-
ceedingly thrifty and a "wonderful bargain shopper. n 
FAHILIAL RELATI ONSHIPS 
Family relationships are characterized by the same lack of intimacy 
and affection mentioned previously in connection ~~th the marriage. Mrs. 
c. gives little information concerning her family and what is offered is 
shallow and superficial in natt~e. 
Contacts appear to be entirely confined to immediate family members. 
Relationship to mother is a significa.Dtly dependent one which is based on 
rigid conformity and compliance. Iv1rs. C. denies the fact that she is 
dependent on mother and that choice of residence 1"'as planned. "It just 
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turned out that ivay. Hother never encouraged me to live w-ith her. It wa s 
just that the apartment vJas there if 1-re wanted it. 11 VJi th the exception of 
her husband 's tour of duty overseas and the couple 1 s 1o.Tedding trip to Canada, 
both I'11r. and I'1rs . C. have remained close to their respective parents. 11rs. 
C. rather clearly expressed her sentiment s on .this subject 1-;hen she stated, 
11!'1other would go crazy if 1.re just up and l eft her. 11 
Mrs. C. feels t hat in grotdng up she confided in her middle sister 
sin ce s he vras never able to talk with mother about anything pertaining to 
sex. Yet, at the time of her sister's pregnancy, Mrs. C. merely asked how 
she 1-1as feeling . She expressed litt le interest or curiosity ·saying, "any-
way, I wasn 't pregnant and my sister didn't talk about it.n 
Mrs. C. maintains very close contact with her .husband's family and in 
this connection states that "relationship with family is fifty per cent of 
marriage." She speaks highl y of her mother-in-law describing her as being 
very modern, sociable and that she speaks beautiful English. Again em-
phasis is placed on their social standing in the community , and Y~s. C. is 
very proud of her association with them. 
Outside of the immediate family there . seems to be no contact 1dth 
other relatives. Hrs. C. mentioned a trip that she and her family made 
when they visited relatives in Detroit. Hm·rever, she gave no information 
about these relatives or indicated in any way that she has knowledge of 
other family members. 
RELATIONSHIP \rJITH FRIENDS 
Since the marriage the couple seem to have made no friends nor have 
they kept up previous friendships. In reality, Ivlrs. C. has never had a 
48 
number of friends and says, "my best girl friends are still rriy best girl 
friends. 11 She refers to the two girls with whom she went to high school, 
but says that they now live in another part of Boston 11 so naturally we're 
not as close. 11 Mrs. C. liked these friends because ttthey were intelligent." 
There is little evidence to support the fact that Hrs. c. experienced close 
peer relationships even with these gi~ls. They never double-dated, and 
did not share many social situations • Although each occasionally slept 
at one another's homes, ~Is. C. did not give the impression that she was 
able to confide in any one of them. She made no friends at high school 
I 
and all contacts with school friends were limited to class hours. Mrs. c. 
admitted that she has never been the type to have many friends, that she 
was never much of a talker, and rarely confides in anyone now except her 
husband. 
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Recreation for ~1rs. C. consists mainly of individual types of activity 
such as knitting and crocheting which she learned at a Settlement House 
camp rrhere she and her sisters went for three summers during their grammar 
school years. ~\/hen her husband is away evenings Mrs. C. watches T V, pre-
pares food for the next day, or cleans the house. She doesn't care for 
reading and says 11 I used to read when I 1-1as in school but haven 1 t lately. 
r'iaybe a magazine once in a while up at my mother 1 s house. " 
Recreational activities before her pregnancy were entirely confined 
to the church where both husband and wife enjoyed church dances. As a 
youngster 11r . C. took a very active part in the Settlement House programs 
and participated L~ various sports' clubs, dancing classes and dramatic 
groups. }'II . C. identified with one of the 1·1orkers in the House and it was 
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through the latter's active interest in Mr . C. that he became interested 
in group work. 
Mrs. C.'s previous contacts with groups was decidedly more limited. 
Although there was little information available we do know that re-
sponsibilities in the home probably restricted social contacts during 
latency and adolescence. After school hours she was expected to care for 
siblings and carry out mother's housekeeping assignments. 
ETHNIC A~TJ) RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS 
One of the more significant features of the C.'s life focused on 
their relationship to the Church. Church affiliation held a particular 
meaning for them in that it represented more of a social group contact 
than a religious experience. The couple had few social contacts outside 
of the family which they described and depended entirely on church ser-
vices, social functions connected with the Syrian churches to fulfill this 
need. Before Hrs. C. 1s pregnancy the couple were active in attending 
church dances, Syrian outings and regular Sunday services. 
Mrs. C. was raised in the Syrian Orthodox Church and became a member 
of the Eastern Rites of the Roman Catholic Church in marriage to her hus-
band. It was due to her family 1 s feeling that 11 a wife should follow her 
husband's religion11 that Mrs . C~ made the conversion. The couple were 
married in the Syrian Catholic Church with flir. C. 1 s family arranging the 
wedding and reception in the church hall. Mrs. C. saw little difference 
between the two churches and seemed not concerned about the change. 
As a child Mrs. C. was faithful in her religious practice and, in 
addition, attended Syrian School two evenings a week where she learned to 
read and write Arabic. Since her mother spoke very little English, Arabic 
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was the language spoken in the house. Both her mother and father have 
been faithful church goers and continue their affiliation with the Syrian 
Orthodox Church. 
F~s. C. felt that the Syrian group was more closely knit than others 
and expressed a desire to remain close to them. She would want her own 
c:b...ildren to have close ties with the church, to speak and write Arabic. 
However, in practice neither she nor her family displayed knowledge of 
Syrian history, art, literature nor did they observe feast days or Syrian 
traditions. In reality, they were not active participants in the Syrian 
community. i.l1r . C. lived around the corner from Hrs. C. for many years 
before their meeting in the local spa. Neither family had even met or 
knew of each other until this time. It appears that associations with 
Syrians were actually restricted to small sub-groupings within the neigh-
borhood. We were also impressed by the general lack of pride and admira-
tion felt for the Syrian group 't~Thich was particularly evident in the read-
ing of 1Jirs. C.'s material. 
Although Mr. C.'s parents have strong church ties and ethnic asso-
ciations, they appear to be more flexible in their thinking and have made 
attempts to move a-tvay from Old World patterns. -~~hen l'fr. C.'s 20 year old 
brother married an English girl, his family did not dwell on the fact that 
the girl was not Syrian, but seemed more concerned with the fact that the 
couple were too young for marriage. 
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ANALYSIS - CASE C 
}irs. C., unlike the others in this e,-roup, shows ambitions f or social 
and economic rise and has, in fact , made attempts to revolt against being 
kept in the low socio-economic status of her ethnic group . 
In accord with Syrian custom, familial activities are characterized 
by considerable segregation, Hrs . C. clearly assuming full responsibility 
for household finances and domestic tasks. At the same time, it appears 
that the compulsive character of r·'Irs. C. 1 s household management and her 
need to control in this situation are emotional factors which tend to 
sup~ort and perpetuate this pattern. 
The marriage seems to be one of convenience in that there appears to 
be little awareness or understanding of one another's needs and that com-
munication between the two seems superficial and without much feeling. 
This was suggested by Mrs. C. 1s hostile criticisms and devaluative com-
ments concerning her father and husband. Derogatory remarks about her 
husband's inability to handle the household f inances and her ability to 
11 do it better" than he as well as her resistance in revealing her fa-
ther's occupational status seem indicative of her strong masculine striv-
ings. 
It was this writer's impression that J:1r. C. vTas a quite passive and 
basically dependent man whose over-submissiveness to his vTife tended to 
intensify her need t o control and manage . It seemed that it was }irs . C.'s 
emphasis on ego mastery i.e. the superb management of her home, the close 
tie with family members, and the couple's shared interest in dancing, and 
church which were significant in terms of keeping the household intact. 
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That Mrs. C.'s intellectual aspirations were strong were evidenced by 
her school and work achievements which were accomplished in spite of her 
parents' lack of encouragement. Yet, it was also apparent that fears of 
loss of parental affection and acceptance were a more powerful influence 
in terms of further educational and occupational achievements as was 
dramatically illustrated when mother disapproved of her career as an Air-
line Hostess . V~s. C. seems to act out her unrealized ambitions through 
her urgings that her husband enter college. His modest intellectual re-
sources and seeming disinterest in furthering his position in life gave 
the impression that this effort was made only to satisfy his wife. How-
ever, his perseverance and eventual completion of the college program did 
demonstrate his own strength and ability to achieve in this endeavor. 
Although social distinction and financial success have great meaning 
for }trs. C., the need for security and stability seem to dominate which 
serves to maintain their status. Despite the fact that 11rs . C. gives an 
outward appearance of independence and thoughtful planning, the realiza-
tion of these desires are blocked by strong dependency needs. Satisfac-
tions in this area seem to be obtained safely and with assurance through 
her church affiliations and the association with her in-laws vmo hold a 
relatively high social position i~thin the community. 
Mrs. C.'s comment that relationship with family is fifty per cent of 
marriage seems characteristic of the well established family centered cul-
ture in which i wmediate family members live in the same neighborhood and 
where relationships are based on congeniality, mutual sharing and de-
pendability on one another in times of crisis. However, the absence of 
material concerning her relationships with individual members tend to give 
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entertaining of friends even though opportlmities through church and 
Mr. C.'s place of employment are available for meeting people. 
Hr s. C. 1 s background of con sis ten tly regular church attendance, her 
marriage to someone from her own ethnic group, and an expressed desire 
for her O\vn children to have close · religious ties, suggests a rather 
strict adherence to Syrian tradition. Yet the absence of Syrian friend-
ships, and complete inattention given to ethnic group associations aside 
from church dances seemed to imply a basic disinterest and unconcern about 
her people. Conformity to cultural patterns seemed far more influenced 
by lvJ:rs. C. 1 s rigidity and compulsi vi ty than by genuine religious and 
ethnic feeling. 
'I 
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CASE D 
BACKGROUND 
I{r . and Mrs. D. are a Syrian couple both of whom grew up in the same 
working class neighborhood. Nrs . D. was 18 and her husband 22 at the time 
of their marriage in 1955. They had known each other for six years and 
had begun dating two years prior to their marriage. 
r·1rs. D. 1 s mother 1..ras Syrian born of the Haroni te faith. Her father 
was American born of Jewish parentage. This is the second marriage for 
both parents. A passive and dependent man her father 1-.ras unable to pro-
vide an adequate income for his family. He had worked as a hospital aide 
but was laid off for unsatisfactory performance. He later developed 
diabetes and for the past five years has been tmable to work at all. 
IIIJ:rs . D.'s mother was t he more dominant member of the household, and had 
supplemented the frunily income by managing a Syrian restaurant for several 
years. She now has a permanent position as a stitcher in a clothing fac-
tory. Nrs . D. is the youngest and only daughter of five children. Her 
brothers are Dick, 35 (from mother's first marriage), Gerry 24, Allen 22, 
and Ricci 20. With the exception of Gerry all are married. 
l'1r. D.'s family was considerably more stable than his wife 1s. His 
father was the more dominant member of the two, his mother seemingly con-
tent in her housekeeping role. 11r. D. 1 s father has alv;ays been a steady 
provider having worked as a shipper in a food store f or the past fifteen 
years. Hr. D. is the oldest of three children. His seventeen year old 
brother and twelve year old sister live ~rrth their parents. 
The couple have remained in the same area and live in a small 
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apartment nearby respective parents. Hrs. D. feels comfortable in the 
neighborhood and does not wish to move a-.,yay. Although her husband has ex-
pressed a desire to have his own home, neither have any definite plans f or 
moving. Both felt that if they did move they would only consider an area 
where there was a concentration of Syrian people. 
EDUCATIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL HISTORY 
~tr s. D. left public school at age 15 but was reqaired to attend a 
continuation school until she 1-ras 16. She expressed no regrets about leav-
ing saying that she never enjoyed it and had not learned anything . Her 
chief objection concerned the fact that the atmosphere 1-vas 11 too carefreen, 
that the other children spoke back to the teachers and that there -vms no 
discipline. Held back in the first grade, Hrs. D. felt rejected by her 
teachers expressing feelings of "being left outu. During her fifth school 
year she began to daydream for long periods both at home and at school 
and later developed various somatic symptoms in order to avoid going to 
school. Her mother was nmad and disappointedrt but left the decision to her 
daughter. Mother stated t hat Mrs. D. had had no social problems at school. 
11 She was never selfish or spoiled and therefore was liked by others". 
Hrs. D., too, thinks of herself as having always been "easyto get along 
I • 
Wl th11 • 
During the time that her mother owned an oriental restaurant, Mrs. D. 
enjoyed helping out and would work there occasionally. At fifteen she took 
I 
1 on a part-time job as a counter girl in an ice cream parlor which she held 
tfor six months after which time she worked as a floor girl in a factory. 
•Nearly a year later she left this job after a minor work accident. Follow-
ing this she obtained similar types of employment for short periods until 
I 
I 
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her fifth month of pregnancy. She expressed dissatisfaction with most of 
her jobs but stated that her primary objection was getting up early in the 
morning . 
~1r. D. has been working as a shipper in a skirt factory for the past 
four years. I1rs. D., who tends to idolize and compliment everyone of sig-
nificance in her life, is very proud of the fact that he obtained this 
position on his own and that he has been making steady advancements. Mr. n. 
works overtime most evenings and on Saturdays which leaves him tired and 
unwilling to engage in any social activity. 
Nr. D. did not graduate from high school and expressed regrets about 
leaving. Although it was not necessary that he leave for economic reasons, 
he felt that he wanted to work and subsequently found employment in a 
sporting goods company after school hours. The burden of school and work 
soon became too great, and he chose to leave school. Although he claimed 
to have liked school, that he got along well 1•Ti th friends and teachers, the 
material lacks sufficient informat ion as to the reasons for this choice. I 
FAMILIAL AC'I'IVITIES 
,, 
Mrs. D. assumes most of the housekeeping responsibilities, although 'I 
Mr. D. takes charge of household finances and will often help his wife with 
the marketing and heavier chores. He would also consider .the disciplining 
of children as his responsibility. 
II F~MILIAL RELATIONSHIPS 
The couple have remained very close to their immediate families. 1Jlrs. 
D. sees her mother two or three times a week and both consider their re-
lationship as being very close. She said that she always confided in her 
mother and "talked to her about boy frienes as if she were a girl friend". 
At the same time Mrs. D. feels inferior to her mother whom she says is 
nvery smart and intelligent. 11 She speaks of her mother as being ttwell 
read11 but adds that she never encouraged her to read. ni'm not like her 
in any iioray, although I have always wished to be. rt 
When I1rs. D. was 10 her mother suffered a coma for 21 days and was 
hospitalized during this period. Mrs. D. feared that her mother would not 
return and vowed that 11I will do all the dishes and housework if she re-
turns. 11 She also slept with her mother for many years and would never 
go to sleep until she came home from work evenings. 11 I learned to recog-
nize ·the clicks of my mother's fe et.n 
}trs . D. feels very close to her father and is concerned about his 
health. 11 Like me he is quiet and not outspoken, but he is smart." She 
speaks very warmly of him and considers herself his pet. 
Mrs. D. has always felt inferior to her brothers. nThey all have 
good heads on their shoulders, wri~~ beautiful letters and carry on in-
telligent conversations. I don 1t lmow what happened to me 11 • They were pro-
tective of her yet domineering, and frequently embarrassed her by inter-
1 fering with her dating and when they considered her dates unsuitable. She 
did not get along well with her youngest brother Ricci; however, he often 
q confided in her despite their frequent fights. At the present time she 
maintains a very close relationship 1f-Lth his wife. 
' . 
She "idolizesn her brother Gerry but is not very close to him. She 
feels closest to Allen who 11 underst.o.odr me and heiLped me a lot." She of-
ten confided in him and as children they shared a room and at times the 
same bed when she was frightened at night. Because of the age difference 
she was never very close to her oldest brother, Dick. He was married when 
59 
60 
IVJrs. D. was nine, although he and his wife continued to live at home. It 
1vas Dick 1 s wife with whom she became ver-<J close. She confided in her sister-
in law, aDd it lvas from her ·that Ivtrs. ·n. learned about sex and menstruation. 
Dick later divorced his wife. Although her sister-in-la1•T remained in the 
Boston area, Hrs. D. made no attempt to seek her out. Contact \vas limited 
to occasional visits the last occurring the night prior to her marriage. 
f'Irs. D. has had practically no contact 1Nith her fat.her 1s family and 
says "They are nice but live far away11 • It seemed that their being Jewish 
and relatively well to do people had a great deal of significance in this 
case. 
Ivtrs. D. states that she gets along well 1,fi th her mother-in-law and 
feels that "it 1s nice to have her around." Living next door to her 
mother-in-law they see each- other every day. There seems to be some feel-
ings of resentment 1·rhich Mrs. D. denies in this relationship. Her mother-
in-law is a person who tends to take over and is constantly offering ad-
vice. As 11rs. D. is unable to express negative feelings, she tends to deny 
them by such statements as, 11 She isn 1t mean. She ahrays means we11n. She 
expresses feelin gs of affection and respect for her father-in-lavr. 
Mr . D. is a so very close to his family . He feels that his mother 
"has a dream personality11 , that she is intelligent and very easy to ·get 
along with. He describes his father as a v_ery S'ioJeet person v.li th whom he 
ah1ays enjoys spending time. He has almost daily contact 1~-i th his parents 
and frequently spends his lunch hours at their home. Vlr. D. continues to 
exercise some influence over his sister, but remains closest to his younger 
brother. Although IV.trs. D. 1s parents approve of Hr. D. and have fully 
accepted him LDto their frunily he is not particularly close to them. The 
F=====~==============~--~---------~-===~~==============9F======== 
1 lack of material did not permit further exploration into reasons for this. 
RELATIONSHIP "\oiiTH FRI ©JDS 
Mrs. D. considers herself to be "popular, sociable and easy to e;et 
along wi th11 • She has four or five girl friends whom she has known since 
adolescence. Franny, who she has known since she was six years of age, is 
her closest friend and confidante. As children they played together and 
1 shared many of the same social situations. Nearly a year older than Mrs. 
D. and more mature and indep~ndent, Franny was her constant companion and 
I 
I 
II 
I 
'I 
,I 
II 
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quite protective of Mrs . D. who feared being alone. As Franny had the re- 1 
I 
sponsibili ty of caring for her brothers and sister, Hrs. D. soon became 
friendly wlth other girls who were more accessible. She had met them on 
a housing project's playground at age 12. Although she maintains these 
1
1 friendships at ' the present time she does not feel the closeness that she 
I had previously enjoyed with her first friend. After her marriage, Franny 
[ 
11 moved to another neighborhood and contact since this time has become very 
I 
infrequent. 
¥irs. D. needs to be surrounded by a .number of people constantly and 
" during the daytime >dll often visit with her girl friends and meets with 
them every Friday and Saturday to play cards. Although ordinarily she 
has diffic~uty sustaining a conversation, she feels comfortable w~th these 
women and does not consider herself less intelligent or inferior in any way. ! 
I~ . D. has also maintained some of his former friendships, but like 
his wife they are those who have remained in ~he neighborhood. There is 
little information t o support the fact that the couple have joint friend-
ships, but it was knovm that neither have made any new friends since their 
marriage. 
I 
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RECB.EATION 
Prior to their marriage I'1r. and Mrs. D. went out almost every night 
of the · 1-reek for dinner, dancing or movies. After their marriage, hm·Iever, 
their social habits together changed dramatically. Mr . D. "slowed down 
a lot and became an old family man" losing almost complete interest in 
their former activities. He has always enjoyed movies, however, and still 
goes very often. Recreational. activities have actually become more segre-
gated since the marriage. Occasionally Hr. D. will join his wife and her 
friends for a game of cards on weekends. Joint recreational pleasures 
consist mainly of watching T V and visiting relatives. 
ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS 
1:Irs. D. was the product of a mixed marriage. Her mother was Syrian, 
her father Jewish. Although having had some religious training in her 
youth, religion does not appear to play a significant role in her life. 
She converted to her husband 's religion (Greek Orthodox) according t o 
custom, but neither attend church 1nth any regularity. They have made no 
attempts to join in other organized activities. Their only contact with 
' formal organizations occurred during childhood when both were members of 
a local Neighborhood House and att ended summer camp for one or two seasons. 
The couple t hink of themselves as Syrians, however, and are closely 
identified 1dth their ethnic group. Both have spent their entire lives 
in this neighborhood and the security which this affords seems to be re-
paid with a strict sense of loyalty to their cultural group even though 
they have few ties to the Old Country in terms of the observance of customs 
· and traditions. 
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ANALYSIS - CASE D 
J'lirs. D. is an imm ture, inhibited, and somewhat phobic woman who 
presents her self as inrdequate a."'l.d helpless and is dependent on all who 
surround her. She "i..JCJ.s.l described as an attractive, youthful appearing 
lvoman -vrho was very muc~ liked by the research staff. Living within close 
proximity to her ovm a d her husband's family, she receives substantial 
emotional and physical support, and in view of this help manages to func-
tion quite adequately. She has learned to effectively ingratiate herself 
to .others partly bye ressing her hostility through somatic complaLDts 
(to stay home from sch ol) and by turning it inward, thereby getting 
others to satisfy herftrong dependency needs. 
The marital rela ·onship appears to be smooth with little open 
friction between the ouple. In her choice of mate Yrrs. D. married a man 
unlike her own father ho was a highly dependent person and not a good pro-
vider. This disparit seemed to express her great need for care and pro-
tection. Hr. D. had steady job, v-ras stable and reliable. Her parents 1 
approval seemed al so n important influence i.D her choice of mate. Be-
cause of the rnixed religions of her parents, lVIrs. D. was freer to date men 
of other nationalitie • Being raised as a Syrian and having contacts 
largely confined to S ian people, however, Mrs. D. was quite likely to 
1·1rs. D. fitted t i e image Mr. D. had of a wife. Like his mother she 
had a "pleasing per sof ali ty" and 1vas easy to be with. In their marriage 
11r. D. protects and hr lps his wife. He is understanding and accepting 
aDd seems to assume a ost a parental role towards her. Mr. D. saw his 
role in his 01~ family very similarly. 
~~ . and Mrs. D. essentially see their tasks as being segregated. 
JVIr . D. is the provider and future educator of the children while Mrs . D. 
has the homemaking responsibilities. However, Mr. D. would help out with 
domestic chores when necessary. He did not resent it, since it did not con-
flict with the male role that he assumes. To the research staff he ap-
peared to be an effeminate type. 
Y~s. D. looked up to and respected her husband. Although their in-
come was modest it seemed adequate to their needs. They had no aspira-
tions for social or economic rise and seemed only to strive for security. 
1 This seemed in accordance vnth their capacit ies as they appeared to have 
limited intellectual resources and little motivation to achieve high s ue-
cess. This is based on a realistic estimation of their own selves which 
II contributed to their stability and caused reduction of tension and anxiety. 
The couple see a great deal of their respective parents, so that the 
pressure they put on each other for companionship is minimal . Their 
leisure time activities are actually quite segregated with Mrs. D. meeting 
I 
II 
I 
her f riends f or card playing on weekends 1vhich her husband only occasion- 11 
ally joins. The fact that they had ceased recreational activities enjoyed I 
h by both partners before marriage upsets !Vf_rs. D., but she is unable to ex- 11 
press her dissatisfaction. 
Fa~lial relationships are essentially restricted to the immediate 
family, although Mrs. D. does see her husband's aunts who live in the same 
neighborhood. That physical proximity is the major factor influencing in-
timacy i n family relationships was demonstrated by the fact that she has 
almost no contact with her father's family who live 11 far away11 , and the 
I 
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fact that she rarely sees her sister-in-law 1~th whom she had formerly 
been very close. 
Psychological tests confirmed our impression that }trs. D. was sus-
tained in her present stability by the external help she asks for and re-
ceives in any minor , crisis and through the benevolant image she had of her 
·mother. Being the only girl she was frightened of and often embarrassed 
by her brothers. This was, in part, a reason for her inferiority feeling 
and her tremendous lack of confidence. We can also speculate that other 
reasons for her inferiority stemmed from her confused sexual identifica-
tion. }~s. D. seemed very much identified with her father. She had al-
ways felt inferior to her mother resulting in her self-image of being dumb 
and inadequate. 
 ~~s. D. is at times resentful of her mother-in-law but again is 
unable to express her negative feelings. 
The nature of the relationship of both Mr. and }'!rs . D. to their 
families has changed very little since their marriage. They have re-
mained in the same neighborhood and see their respective parents almost 
daily, although }1rs • D. is closer to her husband 1 s family than he is to 
hers. The time they used to spend together during their courtship is now . 
spent -vrith the family. The reason that Mrs . D. visits more often ~ri.th 
her in-laws is due to their close proximity. They live "practically next 
door 11 , while her mother 11 li ves a few blocks away. tt 
¥~s. D., who is a very likeable and sociable person, was never iso-
lated from friends. However·, she had only one girl friend in whom she 
could confide, .-Jho truly 'helped' and 'protected' her. It was significant 
that this friendship was a one-sided relationship of dependency and seems 
II 
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,, 
I 
I~ 
. I 
II 
II 
I 
II 
II 
II 
I 
I 
II 
t 
to express the limitations of Mrs. D.'s way of relating to others. The 
relationships to her other friends seem more superficial and less meaning-
ful. They appear to serve only as companions - people with whom she can 
do things. Mrs. D. has the capacity to keep friends over a long period. 
Her choice of friends seems to be based on how comfortable she feels 1~th 
them, and in all of her relationships her security appears to be gained 
by relying on the strength of others • 
Hrs. D. clearly chose a Syrian identification. However, both her 
culture and her religious affiliations seen1 to have little meaning for 
her. This seems to stem from the fact that religion and Syrian ways were 
not emphasized in her own family as her parents were of mixed nationali~ 
ties and each one felt almost an outsider in his own group . Hrs. D.'s 
father never carried on the traditions of his cultural group nor did he 
affiliate with a synagogue. Mrs. D. was raised as a Syrian and was taken 
to church by her mother . Since she also lived in a Syrian neighborhood, 
she accepted this without any major struggle or conflict. The fact that 
she married within her ethnic group u-ras a positive factor which prevented 
further difficulties and complications in her life. For Mrs. D. the 
culture provides a framework - a highly structured situation which is 
familiar. 
jl 
i 
II 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
66 
CASE E 
BACKGROUND 
Mrs. E., a 22 year old Syrian woman, 1-re.s born and raised in a large 
industrial city fifty miles outside of Boston. She is the fourth in a 
family of ten children. Mrs . E. 1s father was born in this country but at 
age 5 emigrated with his family to Syria. He returned after his marriage 
with his Syrian born wife to settle in the ~ud-West. After the birth of 
their third child the family moved to their present location in a section 
, which was predominately composed of Syrian-Americans. 
I 
II Mr . E. was born and raised in a Syrian neighborhood in Boston. Both 
I· 
of his parents were Syrian born. 
II 
He is the oldest and only son of four 
children. His mother has always been a sickly person largely as a result 
of her addiction to alcohol. During his childhood he and his sisters were 
I sent to a Catholic orphanage several months out of every year because of I 
'I 
mother's illness. Although his sisters submitted to this Mr. E. was very 
unhappy away from home and after a time refused to return to the Orphanage . 
Since their marriage the couple have been living on one floor of a 
three stor-y- ten em en t house owned by Hr. E. 1 s parents. His parents occupy 
the second and his grandmother the third. The couple have no immediate 
plans for leaving the area and would only consider suc;h a move if Nr . E . 's 
parents would join them. 
EDUCATIONAL A:ND OCCUPATIONAL HISTORY 
~~s. E. left school at age 16 claiming that she did not enjoy study-
ing. She also felt that it was her responsibility to go to work. After 
leaving school she began 1vorking in a factory ·which produced T V equipment 
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II 
but soon left this position to take care of her oldest sister 's children. 
At age 17 she joined two of her sisters during the s~mmer months at a 
hotel on the South Shore where they worked as chamber maids. At 18 she 
took a job as an assembly line worker in an engineer ing firm. She proved 
to be a good 1-rorker and had no problems 11keeping up with the belt". She 
l' enjoyed the free atmosphere and the feeling of belonging saying it was 
'i ttas if we were all one family". She got along very well with her co-
workers and supervisor (who happened to be a worn~~) and spent some evenL~gs 
1 with them at parties and other social fQ~ctions. 
Following her marriage Nrs . E. worked as a stitcher in a clothing 
1 factory which was located near her apartment. She obtained this position 
through her sister-in- latv who also worked as a stitcher in the same fac-
tory. This was her first experience in this type of job, but since she 
enjoyed the 1-rork as well as her fellow employees she 1-ras not particularly 
concerned with the low salary. All of her sisters had at one point or 
another been similarly employed, and 1'1rs . E. claimed that it 1·ras something 
she had always wanted to do. She remained at 1vork until her fourth month 
of pregnancy at which time she was laid off during a slack season at the 
factory. 
}'lr. E. graduated from high school working part time on Saturdays. 
Following high school he went to a technical school to study electronics 
II 
for one year . He then joined the Navy but was discharged after six months 
~men his father had a heart attack. Mr. E. returned home and spent the 
I 
next five years ~·wrking as a shipper for a drug company. Although he en-
I 
joyed his ~vork he )Tas dissatisfied with the lol'r salary. His main interest 
continued to be electronics, and after marriage l·ras encouraged by his wife 
II 
II 
II 
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to seek employment in his special field of interest. At the time of the 
interviews }~ . E. had obtained a position as an electrician's assistant 
in a factory training program lvhere he often 1-rorked overtime without extra 
pay. Despite the long hours and low salary he enjoyed "being pushed to 
advance himself" and was a hard and conscientious worker. 
COURTSHIP AND HARRIAGE 
II The couple met at a church outing in Hrs. E. 1s home to~>m. As they 
lived some dista11ce from one another they satv each other only on v.reekends. 
However, it was not until her youngest sister's marriage that Mrs. E. 
w-ould consider marriage for herself, and t he couple were married six 
months later . 
I 
II In selecting a mate it was important for Mr. E. that his wife be Syrian~; I 
I 
1
! and a good housekeeper. He considered himself fortunate that his wife was 
II both. 
II 11rs. E. experienced her first separation from her family after mar-
riage, and it proved to be quite a difficult adjustment for her. During 
the early months she had frequent periods of depression and needed to visit 
!1 her family nearly every weekend. As she could not drive the burden fell on 
her husband - an arrangement which Mr. E. somewhat resented. He felt that 
I his wife was too attached to her family and would also have preferred their 
coming to visit her occasionally. Although he did not approve of the week-
11 end trips 11r. E. was, in reality, understanding of his ~orife 's difficulties. 
I He was considerate and gentle with her and never refused to take her when-
ever she wan ted to go. 
FAT·-ITLLI\L ACTIVITIES 
Housework is done by Mrs. E. who is extremely neat and enjoys keeping 
i 
her home in perfect order. "I never felt lazy about my housework and cook-
• II 
II J.ng 0 At the same time she doesn't believe in separation of tasks between 
11 husband and wife. 11 I 1ll never hesitate to ask my husband for help and he 
:1 doesn • t mind it either. n ·rhe couple do the weekly marketing together and 
1
' consult one another before making any major household decisions . 
II p 
1 FA~ILIAJ~ RELATIONSHI S 
When ~1rs. E. vras nine years of age her mother died, and it was her 
oldest sister who then assumed the mothering role in the family. Actually, 
from the time of her birth this sister had taken almost full responsibility 
for Mrs. E. 1s care. :tJT.rs. E. indicated little feelings of warmth or af-
fection for her sister, and at the time of the interviews, stated that she 
missed her entire family equally and claimed to have no lesser or greater 
affection for any one member. 
Mrs. E. remembered very little of her mother and their relationship. 
Her main recollection concerns being awakened in the middle of the night 
by mother. Her brothers were eneuretic and although she was not she was 
· nevertheless often awakened at night. Mrs . E. also remembers feeling 
guilty after making her mother angry. It seemed that she had strongly re-
pressed the memory of her mother . The fact that she never grieved at the 
!1 time of motill.er ' s death as well as her reluctance to talk about it suggests 
I 
1 a massive denial of a most traumatic event in her life. 
I 
II Her father was briefly incapacitated after his wife 1 s death. He re-~1 
1 covered within a few months to reestablish control of the family which he 
II has maintained. Father was very restrictive of Hrs. E. 1s social activi-
ties, a~d there was little discussion of personal or sexual matters in the 
home. The sisters rarely confided in one another, and lvJrs. E. describes 
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11 her family as being modest and shy. 
II 
I As three of her sisters married when she ivas quite young, Hrs . E. 
J spent most of her time with a younger sister two years her junior. She 
II 
describes her sister as "lively, active and outgoing11 and one who had a 
gTeat many friends. Unlike Mrs. E. this sister also made considerable de-
mands on her father for money, toys and other material things. At age 10 
Mrs. E. assumed full responsibility for the care of her sister - .are- !I 
sponsibility she. maintained long after it was necessary. It was not until 
I 
II her sister married that }irs. E. was able to accept the separation. 
II ,I Mr . E. has a very close relationship with both of his parents. Al-
t hough there is a history of family instability due to mother's alco-
holism neither he nor his tdfe ever mentioned it during the in tervievJ"S. As II 
a result, Hr. E. 1s father often had to assume both a maternal and paternal 
role in the family. ~'Ir . E. recalled that his father would take both he 
and his siblings on vacation trips but then added that father refused to 
I give permission to play football. 
I 
Father felt it was too dangerous, and 
1'1r. E. was highly resentful of father for not allowing him this privilege. 
I! When the couple were first married neither of Mr. E. 1s parents 
1 
seemed very enthusiastic about their son's choice of mate. They thought 
II her too quiet and described her as 11 dead and having no life in her". 
II Mrs. E. now spends a great deal of time with her in-laws and both parents 
have come to like her very much. Mrs. E. gets along extremely well with 
her husband's family. 11 They are all wonderful, and I don 1t ·know what I 1d 
'• 
do without them". She is closest to her mother-in-law and is able t o dis-
cuss intimate subjects with her - something she could never do with her 
own sisters. She requests and r eceives advice and help from her mother-in-
,, 
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II law, and it seems that this is the first time she has fo1md an acceptable 
II 
lj mother substitute. Both I~. and r.tlrs. E. often share social situations 
11 with the parents as well as :t-'Ir. E. 1 s sister and brother-in-law. 
Ill RELA1~0NSHIP ~ITTH FRIENDS 
II I P~s. E. had very few friends during childhood. This i-vas due in part 
!! 
to the close relationship she had with her younger sister with whom she 
II spent most of her time. She was shy in school and rarely mixed vti. th the 
II other children or attended their parties. With the exception of one 
Polish girl ~~s. E. never associated with non-Syrians. It was not until_ 
1
!
1 
she began working in the factory at age 18 that she started to make some 
1 friends. 'fhese 11Tere two girls who used to visit Mrs. E. at her home. Al-
l 
'
1 though she still writes to one of them she has not seen either since her 
marriage. 
II }f'J.rs. E. has a continuing need for friendships but doesn 1t know how 
I 
!1 to go about making them. "I get blue and impatient when I even think of 
,, 
hm..r much I'd like to meet a few girls", but realizes that "it won't happen 
just like that 11 • She has made no attempt to seek out friends since her 
~~ move to Boston, and her fear of going anywhere by herself is a serious 
1
1 
limitation. Mrs. E. has made no attempt to make even casual acquaintances 
in the neighborhood. 11 The neighborhood frightens me. There are a lot o.f 
' characters around, and I don't bother much w~th anyone around here besides 
J 
11 my in-laws. 11 Mr. E. 11has a few nice friends who live around here," whom 
I 
jl the couple visits occasionally on Sundays. However, they rarely share 
1 social situations together. 
I ,, 
I' 
11 RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
M.r. and £1jrs. E. had few outside interests >..rhen they single, and this 
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has changed very little since the marriage. At home, after completing her 
work, Nrs . E. 11 rela:x:es or watches T V11 • Except for a few books about 
childbirth, she never reads. ~men she is depressed a ride in the car or a 
walk helps her. Entertainment is most often confined to movies and visit-
ing relatives. Occasionally the couple will go to a Syrian nightclub but 
are alv;rays accompanied by family members. 
In her home town there were clubs and groups under church auspices, 
but Hrs. E. never bothered to participate. She had occasionally attended 
1 a dance or an outing but always felt like an outsider. 11 I can never really 
II 
mix in11 • Mr. E.'s activities were likewise veryrestricted. Until he was 
, 16 he considered himself a 11lone vJOlf 11 using the local neighborhood house 
only for movies which were held once a week. 
ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS 
}~s. E. considers herself Syrian and does not like to mix with people 
of other nationalities . "I like to stick to rrry own ki.n.d11 • Her feeling of 
belonging to the Syrian group is apparently very strong even though she 
lacks familiarity vnth the Old Country and its traditions, and customs. 
At the time of the marriage l'Irs . E., according to Syrian custom, 
1 turned to her husband's church. She was Greek Orthodox and her husband 
belonged to the Roman Catholic Church (Eastern Rites). She expressed no 
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Al~ALYSIS - CASE E 
Mrs. E. is a second generation Syrian woman of low average intelli-
gence who rarely left her home totvn. Being a member of a large closely 
lmit family, she had always had the minimal necessary companions but did 
not make any attempt to meet people outside of her immediate group. 
She is a very anxious vroman and, at the time of the interviews, gave 
the impression of extreme helplessness as for the first time she found her-
1 
I 
self living away from home. The fact that she lives near her L~-laws 
I! is a tremendous source of strength for her. 
pendent on his parents . It is doubtful whether the couple could have 
:Mr . E. is also highly de-
functioned adequately had they been more isolated. 
As is often the case among this ethnic group tl1e couple met through 
a common relative. Mrs. E. had dated infrequently prior to marriage, and 
1 }~. E. seemed to have been her first steady boy friend. There was no 
indication as to whether there was any pressure from 11rs. E. 1s family for 
her to marry. 
il 
The contributing factor to her change of attitude tmvards 
!VIr. E. 'seemed to have been the anxiety that was created by the marriage of 
1 her youngest sister and the loneliness that threatened her. Also, the 
I 
II 
I 
fact that her husband lvas Syrian vms another significant factor in her 
choice of mate. There 1-ras a great deal of pressure by Mr. E. 1 s family for 
jl 
.I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
The reasons for this are not clear. Ho'tv-ever, it seemed him to marry. that 11 
' 
V.tr. E. felt ready to settle dolvn and that he was 1-1ai ting for the girl who 
would meet his requirements. Although his experience in the Navy allowed 
him freedom to meet other girls he -v;as determined to marry only a Syrian 
girl who would be a good housewife. Mrs . E. is an attractive girl v1ho is 
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shy but friendly, and she met his requirements. The emphasis placed on 
house~rlfe seemed to be a reaction to the example he saw at home. He was 
quite resentful of his mother for not fulfilling her responsibilities 
which required his father to assume a quasi maternal role. 
Concerning familial activities Hr. E. has few domestic responsi-
bilities. His ~~fe is a very competent and meticulous housekeeper who 
derives great pleasure and satisfaction from her homemaking abilities. 
Mr. E. shares in the shopping and major household decisions. In reality 
their tasks are quite segregated, although when asked they claim not to 
have any segregation. 
In all other areas, however, H.rs. E. is very dependent on her hus-
band. Her helplessness seems to show him as a much more competent person 
than perhaps he is. He must escort and drive her any place she vJants to 
go, as she vnll never go anywhere alone. Mr. E. expressed little resent-
ment. This might be due to the fact that at the time of the interviews, 
his r,nfe 1..ras still relatively new to the area, and he was being under-
, standing of the tremendous adjustment she had to make to being away from 
her family, marriage, and her recent pregnancy. However, Mrs . E.'s in-
ability to move around more freely on her ovm is not due to lack of ex-
perience or lmo1-vledge of the community but rather stems from her re-
striction and her fear of doing anything which is not familiar . 
Nr. E. is pleased that his wife gets along Y.Tell -vnt h his parents and 
that they like each other. He accepts his wife's limitations without 
exerting any pressure on her to change or overcome her difficltities. 
~~ In their recreational activities, too, we see their dependency on 
each other and on the family. The couple always do things together and 
I 
" 
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neither have their own special hobbies or interests. 
They do not seek out ne1.v people. Mrs. E. is too shy and doesn 1 t 
know how to go about making friends even though she has a great need for 
I outside companionship. Recreational activities are never shared with 
I friends. It is confined to visiting in their homes, and the couple 1 s 
1 descriptions of these friends are Ln. s uch vague and unspecific terms that 1 
it is . difficcut to know the natlU'e of these relationships. All recreation- I 
al activities are undertaken with other members of the family 1ri th >vhom 
1 
they both feel secure. \men Mr. and Hrs. E. are home together they talk 
, very little and usually spend their leisure hours watching T V. 
~rr . E. 1 s highl y dependent relationship with his own parents is evi-
I denced by the fact that he preferred to liVe near them after marriage 
as well as t he fact that he still spends a great deal of time with them. 
The marriage seems not to have cha~ged his filial relationship signifi-
can.tly. 
Marriage did seem to chan ge 1'1rs. E. 1 s relationship >ri th her o~m 
family, however. Because of her mov:e to Boston, and her pregnancy, she 
could more easily separate from her father and siblings. It also seemed 
that her marriage tended to raise her self-esteem. She could now go out 
11 
with her sisters - something she never could do before . Also, there was 
the satisfaction r.~1ich was gained when her family made the effort to come 
,
1 
and -vi.si t her in Boston. 
The tremendous amount of help and support that she recei ved from her 
: in-laws should be emphasized. The fact t hat her mother-in-law was a free 
and outgoing person made it possible for her to discuss her sexual problems 
and other personal subjects particularly during her pregnancy. This is 
I 
something she had desired to talk about with her older sisters. It seems 
that the close relationship that developed between her and her mother-in-
law allowed her f or the first time to accept a mother substitute. 
1· Psychological t ests indicated that riJ.rs . E. is able to express aggres-
II 
si ve feelings, and it can be speculated that she v.rould be able to assert 
I I herself if she had drastically disagreed with her in-la~re or felt that they 
II 
I 
were intruding on her privacy. This ability seems to be a strength in her 
I 
II 
personality. 
In her own family the two most significant events in her childhood 
appeared to be the loss of her mother, which she never really accepted, 
lj. 
and the close, dependent. relationship w-ith her younger sister. The t\-lO 
sisters had completely different personalities. Each one's strength was 
the other's weakness. Mrs . E. seems to have been much more dependent on 
II 
her sister than was her sister on her. She was almost entirely dependent 
II on this sister for companionship and social needs. At the same time she 
accepted her sister's outgoingness, her many social activities without ex-
, pressing resentment or feelings of being rejected. Her sister being more 
II 
I. 
II 
il 
independent and mature got married first, and it was only after this that 
Mrs. E. was ·able to accept the separation and act on her ovm. 
:r-'"Jl's. E. 1 s friendships lasted only until the iime of her marriage. At 
the present time she visits with her husband 1 s friends (his friends prior 
to marriage) but makes no attempt to establish stronger relationships with 
them or to meet new people. Her social needs seem mainly to be met by her 
husband 1 s family. 
I 
II 
II 
'rhe E.' s did not have contact idth clubs or organized community groups , 
after their marriage. There were no pre-existant groups to which they 
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belonged prior to their marriage nor were there many organized groups in 
the community which they could have joined. As this is a depressed urban 
area it offers fe1-r oppor tunities to young married couples. Also, the fact 
that the couple, particularly I1rs. E., prefers to associate ohly with 
Syrian people is another limiting factor. 
Although }trs. E. knows few Syrian people in the area her cultural tie 
is very strong. The E. 1s are frequent and regular church goers. They · 1 
attend the Catholic Cathedral 1vhich is located across the street from their 
home instead of the Syrian Church which is a few blocks away. The Cathe-
dral is large and impersonal. It has no organized groups f or young mar-
ried people and allo1-1s a greater degree of anonymity. The E. 1 s have made 
no effort to use the church as a way of making social contacts. For the 
E.'s, who are highly dependent people, the fact that they attend church· 
II 
and belong to a cultural group is a source of support and strength. Their 
dependency on it is very similar to their dependency on the family which 
although limiting and protective are i mportant strengthening factors which 
they need in order to function adequately. 
CONCLUSIONS 
We have before us the cases of five Syrian-American married couples, 
whose lives are being shaped by the impact of past and present psychic, 
cultural, and social forces. As personality, culture, and social organiza-
1
: tion are interacting factors in human behavior 1-re must consider all of 
these forces in order to further our m1alysis ru1d understanding of such 
behavior. 
Since most of our information about each couple deals specifically 
ll 
with the wives, we shall use them as the focal point for analyzing our 
data. 
I 
II As a co&mon denominator lir~g all of the couples has been a narrow, 
II 
' constricted life, it was not surprising that they all married men of the 
1 same or similar cultural and class backgrounds. Particular importance 
1
: 
seemed to be placed ?n finding a Syrian mate. Three of the women married 
II 
II 
II Yet, the small farming 
within their etlmic group, the fourth chose someone from a cultural back-
ground ,,rhich generally corresponded to her own, and the fifth married a 
man from a completely different ethnic background. 
I II 
II 'I 
community from which the fifth woman 1 s hus[?and came was actually similar to 
his 1--rife 1 s since it too was family centered. His willingness to move in 
II 
with his wife 1 s family and the relative ease l-Jith which he adapted himself 
to them suggests that his outlook was not strikingly dissimilar to that 
I 
of the others in this group. 1\ 
I 
Specific choice of mate t..;as highly dependent on individual personality I 
factors, but a co~mon factor among all the couples was a reluctance to 
move a>vay from familiar ways. Three of the wives married men from the same 
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so 
and at least -r 
three clearly voiced the factor of parental approval as being significant , 
:: neighborhood, two met their mates through a close relative, 
II · 
I 
II in their selection of a husband. L11 three cases it -.;\l'as quite apparent that I! 
•I li 
choice 1-.ras based not on strong affection for the particular man chosen, I 
II but rather on the vwman 's self-centered needs. One married to join a 
•
1 "better family", another because of fears of "being lonely and lefttt, and 
yet another because her younger . sister had recently married. 
· 11 There ,,ras a fairly wide age range among the >rives at the time of 
I II marriage (18-25). The latter seemed a relatively late marriage for this 
II particular group. · F'etv of the wives appeared to have dated very much prior 
II to their marriages and in most of these cases, the respective husbands 
I 
I' 
j had been their first steady boy friends. 
I 
11 Concerning the nature ·of the marital relationship there was again 
individual variation, but at least four of the wives clearly exhibited 
inordinately strong dependency-strivings, di:f;fering only in their expres-
II 
11 sion and handling of them. Dependency in these four cases was manifested 
II 
II 
II 
I 
II 
ij 
by feelings of helplessne~s and tremendous an~iety about being alone. 
Rather thru1 outgrowing it, 1ilves were tending to displace their depen-
dency needs onto their husbands :even though ties tofamily were still very 
strong. Like their vnves the huBbands also had strong dependency needs 
II but were able, in most instances, to successfully meet their wives demands 
,, through the pattern of mutual aid among theirparents and members of their 
'I 
II 
families. Although their handling of their dependency differed, all seemed 
to use as their main defense against overt expression of it their work, 
II I' their roles as head of the household and provider of the family. 
II 
I 
The relationships betv1een husband and wife 1-.ras also characterized by 
I 
I 
II 
the striking absence of emotional spontaneity with some being more devoid 
1 of affect than others. This was particularly noticeable in regard to ex-
pression of negative feelings. Difficulties in communication bet1-veen 
partners seemed largely an inability to discuss dissatisfactions. There 
1 appeared to be fen open arguments and, concomitantly, little ability to 
verbalize affection for one another. This problem may not only stem from 
inhibitions imposed on them from the past but may also be related to the 
cultural phenomenon of the closely-lmit family in 1-rhich continuation of 
intimate ties 1vi th fa.11i l y members tends to dilute the intensity of the 
marital relationship. 
In certain cases the wives gave vent to feelings of helplessness, and 
weakness to the point of exaggeration. This may be largely as a direct 
resu~t of their pregnancies 1nrhich tended to elicit more than the usual 
II 
·I amount of sympathy and support normally demanded of husbands and relatives. 
II ~vith only one exception wives took complete charge of housekeeping 
responsibilities ui th husbands helping out with marketing and heavier 
chores when necessary. In general, the women seemed to view homemaking as 
.I 
11 their chief satisfaction and all activities were performed competently and 
I, 
skillfully. Partic1J~ar stress v-ras placed on neatness, orderliness and the 
decorating of their t':-ro or three room apartments ( Hhich were located in old 
deteriorated tenement houses) 1-vith very attractive and expensive furnish-
ings. Their pride in capable homemaking seemed to be the one ego-ideal 
factor which served as a defense against their dependency needs. Nrs. B., 
li 
1 the wife who proved to be an exception to this rule, revealed her depen-
dency more openly than did the others; she actively sought help. She was 
also the only woman who had not, as an unmarried girl in her parents' home, 
I 
'I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
II 
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11 
had homemaking responsibilities i'llhich 1vould have helped her later to cope 
1rith the ma~agement of her own home after marriage. 
II 
Lack of ambition for upward economic and social mobility, true of all 
the people except Ivirs. C., seemed to be partly explained by feelings o:f 
inability to adequately cope with the environment. This appeared to be 
the main factor "vhich made the prospect of separation from familial se-
curity and from familiar people, places, and routine seem especially 
traumatic. In general, not only were husbands lacking in ambition for 
· high success goals, but wives were also unlikely to make demands for such 
1 goals - although there 1·J"ere individual variations. One wife, Hrs. C., 
,, sought to rise socially and economically by marrying into a family which 
would better her position and by urging her husband to acquire a college 
degree. In another family, the B.'s, the wife's demands for more achieve-
ment were r eadily abandoned when her present situation and the feeling of 
security it gave her were placed in jeopardy - an attitude more typical 
I 
I of this group. 
Four of the husbands had jobs of a skilled or semi skilled nature; 
the fifth ivas a settlement house worker. 
Even though there seemed to be little cormnunication between the 
partners concerning the nature of the husband's work, the wives were not 
urging of their mates to push for rapid advancements, it did not mean 
that the wives vrere totally lacking in interest. Actually they did show 
1 interest and some enthusiasm and were partictuarly pleased whenever their 
1 respective husbands had made some advancements. This was noted in four 
I 
II 
I 
cases. Two of these women were .instrumental in encouraging their spouses lj 
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to seek out a career or further their position. The fifth wife showed 
relative indifferen~e to her husba~d's ambitions to obtain a college edu-
cation. This indifference eventually caused ·the decline of his motivation. 
Four of t h_e wives failed to complete high school. These women, had 
been very dissatisfied with school because of their modest intellectual re-
, sources a~d emotional problems and also because of the seeming lack of 
• parental encouragement for academic achievement for female children. 
In general, t he co [ples seemed satisfied with just those materials 
needed for daily living - a nicely furnished apartnien t with modern appli-
ances, a car, and TV. No consideration was given .to spending_money on 
vacations away from hom or other forms of entertainment. T?e wedding 
1 trip was seen as a fixed t hing, something one did only on the occasion of 
their honeymoon. In th \ two cases r~here information was available both 
wives from the parental home to be traumatic. They 
seemed to derive tle enjoyment from t he honeymoon and neither ex-
pressed a desire turn visit. 
Although it 1,ras not al~<rays indicated in the re.cords, per sonal com-
munication with 
had put a great 
weddings. This 
a researr h staff member revealed t hat all of the wives 
deal of lhought and time into t he planning of elaborate 
seemed t be the one event in their lives in 1.vhich money 
was no object, each wife putting aside a specified sum from her weelely 
pay check in order to sa e for this occasion. 
Concerning recreati nal activities findings revealed that in all 
cases t he couples had fe special hobbies or interests which they actively · 
pursued, the main forms f recreation being T V, movies, and the visiting 
of relatives. However, Jhere were some variations. One couple, Mr. and 
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Mrs. C. dances one evening a week and another wife, 1'1rs • D. , 
played cards with frien s on weekends. 
each activity was essenr ially confined 
the exception of Mr. anr Mrs. D., whose 
more segregated since mhrriage, leisure 
shared with the spouse. 
However, all were alike in that 
to the neighborhood setting. vli th 
recreational interests had become 
time seemed in general to be 
Outside of the ch of the couples were affiliated with formal 
groups, and the ~nth a service institution was their use 
of the Massachusetts Me orial Hospital. The lack of participation in 
organizational and grou activities seemed not only to stem from their 
fears of the unfamiliar ut also was due to the limited opportunities for 
their childhood contacts with formal organizations. Although it did seem 
that the husbands had be n somewhat more active in seeking out recreational 
groups, neither appeared to have had any extensive contact. In only one 
case "'oTas it clearly demo strated that one husband had had long term as so-
ciation "'oll th a Settlemen House. He later got a job there. T1r10 of the 
wives and one of the hus a11ds had had previous experience at summer camps, 
but none seemed to have sed this as a way of furthering their social con-
tacts. 
As 1-ve said earlier, these people feel secure only with the familiar -
1 familiar places, famili people, familiar routD1e. As a result they 
have felt constrained fr m developing friendships far beyond their imme-
diate group. The couple~ were all alike in that none had acquired any new 
friends since marriage. ~e are not sure whether this was as true of the 
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husbands as of the wivei in this group since we knew less about the nature 
and extent of the husb,ds ' outside contacts. However, it 1-1as our impres-
sion that they, like th ir ~nves, had not made any attempt to seek out new 
friendships • . Each alre dy existing friendship seemed to involve husband 
or wife but not both. nly two of the wives actually had friends outside 
of the family. However, these friendships, stemming from childhood, 
seemed so superficial t' at whenever a friend moved away from the area, the 
contact >vas broken . In the context of telling about their lack of friend-
ships, three of the vnves expressed feelings of shyness, inferiority, and 
inability to sustain extbnded conversations with people outside of the 
fa~ly, especially new p ople. One of the wives clearly showed her strong 
dependency needs and her extreme reluctance to recognize and express them. 
Regarding her neighbors, M.rs. A. stated, 11 They don't bother >rit.h me so I 
don't bother with them" . Although she 1vants very much to have people 
with whom she can associ te, she refrains from making the kinds of at-
tempts to approach other1 which would lead others to meet her needs. 
Concerning their ~ship relationships all couples were hig~ly de-
pendent on their respect1ve families to fulfill emotional and sodial needs; 
contacts 1-1ere almost ent rely limited to inrrnediate family members. Al-
though most of the coupl s probably knew something about members of their 
' 
extended kin group, few · ndicated that they had any lmowledge of ,these 
relatives or that they h d contact with them now. In one case th,e 1-1ife 
attributed her lack of clntact to physical distance; another mentioned the 
fact that her husband 1 s amily had never offered ·t.o help them; a third 
' 
wife expressed bitter fe lings against her grandmother for not caping for 
her and her siblings whe her mother was ill. The latter two cases suggest 
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that among these Syrian \Americans maintaining ties with distant ,kin depends 
on fulfillment of an ]ectation th.at they will offer · help when ':,it is 
needed. 
Contrary to our or "ginal impression that wives were more active in 
keeping up kinship ties than were their husbands, it turned out that the 
. I 
husbands were jv.st as c se to their own kin. Although the husbands 1 con-
tacts were limited by work schedules, two of them did, however, spend 
their lunch hours 1dth t eir parents. The nature and intensity of such re-
lationships were not cle r, but frequent and regular visiting was noted in 
all cases in which paren s were available •. 
I 
All of the wives api eared to be quite dependent emotionally on their 
1 mothers - even in cases ~here the mother had been minimally nurturant. 
In one case the wife's mother was no longer living, so the wife turned to 
her mother-in-law to sat· sfy her depe~dency strivings; she sav.r her mother-
in-law every single day . Three of t he other wives also had daily' contact 
1~i th their mothers. Fm·r of the wives told much about their relationship 
with their mothers excep to say that they uere close or that the;v con-
' fided in one another. In most instances, however, the wives, when being 
interviewed, did not seem to be people who shared their most intimate 
thoughts with their respe tive mothers . 
With one exception WlVeS tended to speak more affectionately of their 
fathers, while attitud~s to~ard their mothers were decidedly more 'ambi-
valent. In tw~ cases ~n fh~ch the v.uves expressed a strong attachment 
for their fathers, each f1ther gave quite different responses to t heir 
daughter's attempts to reJain emotionally dependent on t .. hem. }'f..rs.' A.'s 
' father resisted her attem, ts a~d tried to get her t o shift her dependency 
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onto her husband ana his kin group . Mrs . B.'s father, in sharp contrast, 
encouraged the mai~ainance of dependence on him by living ~th his daugh-
ter after her marriFge and by helping her ~~th housework. This type of 
hel p reflects his ~~m seemingly maternal role in their relationship. 
Among these fdmilies siblings tended to informally organize for the 
f .1 h . t l h l t t ' d ft purposes o compavJons _J..p, mu ua e p, encouragemen e c.,, an were o en 
joined by his or hjr mate. Also the establishment of close ties with in-
laws was characterr tic of these Syrian-Americans. 'rhis t:r:ai t 1vas even 
more pronounced amr ng the wives than among the husbands. This seemed to 
suggest that the gn.rl tended t o shift her allegience, upon :marriage, from 
her father 's kin gloup to that of her husband. 
The people s l_died differed greatly from one another ;Ln how often 
' they services. However, with the exception of Mrs. B., 
all had church me bership and in each case t he church was utilized for the 
wedding. The erence in frequency could not be explained on the basis 
of particular ch ch affiliation (Greek Orthodox vs. Roman Catholic). vie 
' 
would add that ea h of these churches had an entirely Syrian population. 
In the two c ses which were lowest in church attendance, those' of 
M~s. B. and Y.~s. ., this seemed to stem from family disorganization rather 
from lack of reli ious feeling . Mrs. B. was a person who : avoided Syrian 
I 
people, yet did n show any negativism toward the culture or its people, 
' Her explanation for this avoidance was as follows: 11 I was ashamed to meet 
my people. If I sav1 a Syrian on the str eet, I'd turn my head the other 
wayn. This remaJk was made in the context of telling how her mother ran 
aromd with othe men and hOvl her parents separated and eventually were 
divorced . These practices were a serious violation of Siria~ custom. It 
87 
I 
I 
:t 
I 
I 
I 
thus seemed quite her avoidance of Syrians and, her ethnic 
church (where she avoid meeting them) seemed to stem from 
familial shame ra than lack of religious feeling. As a matter of fact, ' 
she did pray at h lit candles' etc. Nrs • D. Is Syrian mother had 
disrupted her kin group by marrying a Jew 1-vho was not even Syrian in 
origin. 
Although all of the women seemed closely identified ~th their ethnic 
I 
group, there was decided lack of familiarity vr.L th Syrian. culture. 'l'heir 
only overt partic·pation in Syrian culture seemed to be the cooking of 
I 
Syrian dishes. H are led to ask why there is such a discrepancy be-
t ·vreen the strengt of ethnic identification and the degree 1 of cultural 
participation, and also why this small degree of participation is found in 
the realm of cook·ng. Although these questions cannot be 'fully answered in 
I 
this brief study, it appeared that, in general, these womep only learned 
cultural traits a~sociated with the immediate family- namely the details 
of Syrian cooking 
I 
II 
I! 
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